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From the Archives
by Katie Watts

What was happening in Petaluma
150, 100, 50 years ago? Let’s take a look.

150 years ago
. We are told on what we believe to be reliable authority
that a very large majority of the permanent residents
of Marin County have avowed it to be their earnest
desire that at the next session of the Legislature the
county line of Marin should be extended eastward so
as to include all that portion of Sonoma County lying
between the present county line of Marin and Sonoma
and the Napa line and as far north as may be necessary
to embrace the Two Rock and Big valleys, etc., thence
on to the mouth of the Estero Americano and that
Petaluma shall become the county seat of Marin. That
such an arrangement would be greatly to the advantage
and accommodation of a majority of the residents of
Marin, no one at all conversant with the country will
doubt. A large majority of the residents of that county
either reside along or in the immediate vicinity of the
present line between Marin and Sonoma, or in the
northern and western portion of the county. To these
people, Petaluma is of easy and speedy access and much
nearer than San Rafael. Further, it is the point where
they transact all their ordinary business affairs of trade.
(Aug. 3, 1860)
. The lecture before the Petaluma Institute at its last
meeting was upon the subject of phonetics. The
lecturer, Mr. Parker, considered the orthographical
difficulties attending the present system of spelling. The
next meeting of the Institute will consider the principles
on which a grammar department should be conducted.
(Aug. 3, 1860)
. We notice an ugly-looking hole in the planking of
the draw bridge at the foot of Washington  Street from
which, unless immediately attended to, serious trouble
or loss is certain to result to somebody. (Aug. 3, 1860)
. Mr. Tustin has left at this office a fine sample of
raspberries growing on his grounds near this city. They
are of a native variety, in many respects resembling the
Dorchester except that the Dorchester has a short
season and this variety might be termed a perpetual
bearer. He obtained the slips in the woods near the
mouth of the Russian Rover and informs us he
procured another, a very late variety, the fruit of which
is golden and of almost fabulous size. (Aug. 3, 1860)

100 years ago
. A household necessity, “U-Need” hand paste, the
modern hand soap, put up in paste form, that instantly
removes all machine oil, paints, stains, etc. Guaranteed
harmless and effectual for all scouring purposes. 15¢
and 25¢ cans at Young-Herold Drug Co., dependable

druggists. Two stores: handy to you in either part of
town. (Aug. 1, 1860)
.  The carcass of a big wildcat is on exhibition at the
Murphy Butcher Shop on Main Street. The animal was
shot by Peter Murphy on Sunday while enjoying an
automobile ride with his family near Inverness. (Aug.
1, 1910)
. A bald head is no joke. Indeed it is really criminal
negligence for a man to lose his hair when it can easily
be saved by a few applications of Parisian Sage, the
money-back cure for all diseases of the scalp. (Aug. 1,
1910)
. The busiest little things ever made are Dr. King’s
New Life Pills. Every pill is a sugar-coated globule of
health that changes weakness into strength, languor
into energy, brain-fag into mental power, curing
constipation, headache, chills, dyspepsia and malaria.
25¢ at Towne’s Drug Store. (Aug. 1, 1910)
. For sale. $450. Easy terms. Corner lot, Walnut and
West streets. (Aug. 1, 1910)
. Biggest little show on earth, Kaufman-Ricker Zoo,
300 species of rare animals, the horned cassowary, blue
storks, the hen that mothers monkeys and Big Betsy,
the largest boa constrictor on earth. (Aug. 1, 1910)

50 years ago
. A traveler can circle the globe these days carrying
hardly more than an attaché case. There’s no longer
any need for extras since the drip-dry era has dawned –
bringing easy suds and rinsability to everything from
raincoats to pajamas. (Aug. 1, 1960)
. With a program loaded with entertainment features
and a record-breaking number of displays and exhibits
the 1960 Sonoma-Marin Fair opens Aug. 11 for a four-
day run. Highlighting the opening festivities are the
annual Miss Sonoma County Queen Pageant with Phil
Arden as MC and organist, and the marimba
merrymakers The Wheelers. Providing mirth and
merriment for young and old are Geraldo the Clown
and Daddy Longlegs, Great Western shows on the
carnival midway, two free shows daily by Stan Volera
on the 110 foot high sway pole and four free shows
daily by Hindra the Mechanical Man. (Aug. 2, 1960)
. During the summer heat young moderns should use
makeup sparingly. A young person who is healthy can
get along with lipstick and perhaps a little powder.
Heavier makeup – foundation cream or, perish the
thought, rouge – will bring your glamour stock down
as the heat soars. And be sure to dress comfortably. If
you wear foundation garments launder them often as
the human body can produce a gallon of perspiration
on a single sweltering day. (Aug. 2, 1960)
. The first showing of the movies of the Sonoma to
Petaluma Walkathon opens at the State Theater Aug.
10. (Aug. 4, 1960)
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MAY - JUNE 2010

NEW MEMBERS

Kim Arfsten, Terry Bell, Janine Bender,
Michel & Monique Braud, Ruth Browning,
Jean Witte Brian, Marina Brians, Steven and
Linda Christensen family, Collin Coleman,

Gary Corippo family, Brook Hermann,
Karen Johnson, Ross & Karin Jones, Mary
Lim, Linda Manella, Betty Myers, Darice
Murray, Krista O’Connor, Ned Orrett,

Robert Rafael, Marco Solano,
Michael Von Der Portem,

Roger & Eileen Weeks

RENEWALS

Jeanette Ambroge, Bonnie Bard, Oralee
Bean, Mildred Benson, Adolph & Arleen
Calegari, Judy & Frank Carney, James &

Elizabeth Cohee, Carol & Ken Conley, Jan &
Don Curry, Kerry Davison - Mahoney

Davison Co. Property Management, Don &
Sue Deal, Dorothy DeMare, Warren & Sue

Dranit, Dick & Rita Dunbar, Florence
Fadelli, Peter M. Fitzgerald, Steven Fracolli &

family, Maureen Friedrichsen-Reed, Teresa
Fröschl, Brian Granados, Janet & Todd
Gracyk, Martha Gustafson, Ray & Pat

Handyside, Haroldine Hansen, Mike Harris,
Cynthia & Mark Hayashi, Marilyn & Kip
Herzog, James & Merle Inden, Lawrene P.

Jones, Jack & Verna Krout, Herb & Jan Lee,
Lisle Lee & Dan Brown, Angela Luffel,

Robert & Virginia Merwin, Clyde & Marian
Nelson, T.J. & Dorothy Nelson, Joan Nielsen

& family, Waltraud ‘Wally’ Noriel, Judy
Nunes, Russell Rice, Edward Jones,

Valerie & Greg Reisinger, Timo & Frances
Rivetti, Kathy Rodrigues, Vreni Schnirman,
Penny Shofner, Edith Silverman, Elaine &
Christopher Stevick, LaVerne Stout, Bill &

Carolyn Tennyson, Charles & Althea
Torliatt, Pamela Torliatt, Marshall & Karen
West, Dick & Dorothy Wilcox, Bill Wolpert

of Green Building Architects

Skalagard... (from page 1)

might have been like aboard these heavily

loaded masted vessels, sailing in often very

unpredictable weather.” The paintings are part

of a traveling show featured at various venues,

including the Maritime Museum of Monterey.

Skalagard began painting at the age of 8,

and by 14 was carrying on the family’s seafaring

tradition, becoming an apprentice seaman on

a square-rigged ship. Thus, he began his

experiences that allowed him to create

accurate paintings of such ships.

Skalagard served on merchant ships during

World War II convoys. He survived the sinking

of four ships in six years, enabling him to draw

on these experiences and paint a series of 10

North Atlantic convoy scenes.

He moved to the United States in 1943 but

returned to Denmark after the war to study at

the Royal Academy in Copenhagen. In New

York, , he had studied with the marine painter,

Anton Otto Fisher, where he had a one-man

show in 1954. In 1961, his works were exhibited

at the Legion of Honor in San Francisco. He

remained in California, becoming a fixture in

his Carmel gallery, Skalagard’s Square-Rigger.

He has had numerous one-man shows both

in the United States and in Europe. His

paintings hang in many public buildings,

including the Naval Post-Graduate School in

Monterey, the Los Angeles County Maritime

Museum, the Allen Knight Maritime Museum

and galleries in Norway, Denmark and his

native Faeroe Islands. His paintings are owned

by admirals and collectors world wide. He is

the holder of six gold medals for his work.

A reception for the artist will be held at 3

p.m. Saturday August 22nd, where there will

be a raff le for one of Skalagard’s recent

paintings. The exhibit runs until September 5th,

2010.
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Petaluma Museum Association Lifetime Members:
Linda Adams, Claire Barricks, Nancy Bauer, Ron Bausman/Art Wagner, Jim Becker, Marcie

Becker, Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld, Walter & Marilyn Bragdon, Samuel Brown, D.D.S., Arthur

& Selma Cader,  Codding Foundation, Clark & Susan Coolidge,  John Cota & Teresa

Barrett,  Angela E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa DeCaro & family, Diane Dorfman, June

Ferguson, Bonna & George Flynn, C. Michael Forrest, Jim & Kris Foster, Kathy & Richard

Fries & family, Cheryl  & Derlin German, Jane Gianini, Margaret Gossett, Bill & Connie

Hammerman, Ann Hobrecht, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Toby Kaehler, Mildred King,

Bill & Lucy Kortum, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, Catherine & Theodore Lehmann, Blanch

Lieb, Sid & Gerry Lipton, Constance Mahoney, Peter Masi/Master Cleaners, Charles &

Evelyn Matteri, Shirley B. McDonald, Keith & Debbie McNeil, Max Mickelsen, Pierre &

Sonja Miremont, Tim & Lori Nelson,Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton, Dottie O’Shea,

Ross Parkerson, Edward & Barbara Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson, Russel Pleech, Shep

& Velma Porter, Lawrence Reed, Ed and Bernadette Ricci, Tim & Deborah Riddle, Katherine

& William Rinehart, Jerry & Mary-dee Roy, Evangeline Ruiz, Gloria Salick, Nancy Sasser,

Shep & Lou Shepherd, Clarice Stasz, Thomas & Mary Stelzner, Lee Strauss, UBS Financial

Services, Lenore Urbain, Eugene & Lucy Urbain, Ruth Walker, Ron & Judy Walters,

 Margery Wolf, Nick Zaillian.

Take Your Place in History
Celebrate a life, recognize a special occasion or

honor an achievement while supporting the
Museum. The Donor Wall is located in the
Museum’s lobby. Individual names start at $100;
corporate sponsorships are $500. Your contribution
includes a free one-year membership to the
Museum. If you are already a member, you will
receive a free year after your current membership
expires.

Those who have contributed $100 or more for
any reason will be invited to have their names added
to the wall. For more information please call 707-
778-4398 or email pmuseum.info@Petaluma
Museum.com.

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS

Arthur & Selma Cader

Angela E. De Carli

Ed and Bernadette Ricci

SPECIAL TRIBUTES/DONATIONS

Vasanti Jayaswal to celebrate the existence of

this Museum!

Ann Kennedy in memory of Helen Konopka

Girl Scouts of Konocti Council – Troop 10416

Lily Krulevitch in honor of Joe Noriel

Lily Krulevitch in memory of Dottie O’Shea

Kit Schlich in memory of

Dottie O’Shea & Mert Doss

DONOR WALL

James & Patricia Carr

Alice & Donald Forsyth

MAY - JUNE 2010

Email Sign-up:

Send your email address to Liz at

liz.cohee@petalumamuseum.com to

stay informed on all that’s happening

at the Museum. Everyone who sends

their email address gets a free historic

Dick Shell print.
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The Museum Association welcomes new members! Tell a friend!
Benefits include a bimonthly newsletter, workshops, special member events and opportunites to serve as tour

guides, docents, volunteers and resource persons.

Name _______________________________________________ New   Renewal   (circle one)

Address _____________________________________________ Phone_____________________

City______________________State________Zip____________ email______________________

Are you interested in volunteering? If yes, please specify interest. (Opportunities include: docent, gift shop, newsletter,

publicity, fund-raising, membership gifts & bequests, research, oral history, cataloging, exhibits, carpentry, textiles, school programs,

grant writing, special events, photos.) _______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return the above form with check made payable to the Petaluma Museum Association, attention: Membership Administrator

(Tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.)

The museum is open to visitors Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday from noon to 3 p.m. and by appoint-

ment. For special walking tour arrangements, please call 707-778-4398 or email: pmuseum.info@PetalumaMuseum.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The PMA seeks individual and
corporate sponsors so we can offer
free admission to all. We offer
these incentives:

    $50 - Buzz Aldrin color photo

  $100 - Buzz Aldrin’s book
Magnificent Desolation
and color photo

$1,000 - Aldrin’s book, signed
by the author

The PMA has raised $3,000 so
far. details, email Joe Noriel at
Joe.Noriel@PetalumaMuseum.com.

$10,000

$9,000

$8,000

$7,000

$6,000

$5,000

$4,000

$3,000

$2,000

$1,000

Smithsonian “Beyond”

Exhibit goal: $10,000

�  $25.00 Individual � $    50.00   Contributing

� $10.00 Limited Income/Senior � $  300.00   Life Membership

�  $35.00 Family � $  500.00   Sponsor

�  $50.00 Business �  $1000.00+ Benefactor


