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IT WAS A snowy New Year’s Day in Petaluma back in 1916
when this photo was taken.  The location is at the corner
of Fair & 10th St. looking west up B St.

It was fortuitous that Solange and her team were doing an

inventory at the collections’ off-site storage facility recently and

came across Dora Peterson’s ledgers that recorded her daily

weather records from 1886-1929.  Dorathea “Dora” Ann

Peterson was born in 1865 and died in 1931.   Thanks to

volunteer, Michael Slade, who transcribed Dora’s entry for

January 1, 1916.

Jan 1, 1916

Sat-This has been an unusual New Years Day.  Snow lay an

inch thick on the ground this morning.  A very high wind blew

in the night but very little, during the day until later this afternoon

when the windmill worked a bit.  The snow melted under the

trees during the afternoon but in the open, and on the roofs it

lay quite thick just in places way in the afternoon and there are

patches yet.  The day was very, dark all morning and light rain

fell a good part of the time which did not melt the snow at all.

It was 32° this morning-37° at noon-40° at 1:30 p.m.  The sun

peeped through for quite a while early this afternoon. Then it

clouded up again.
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A Note from Your Board of Directors
Greetings, PMA Supporter!

Here we are, staring down the last of 2019 and barreling toward the winter holidays. The Museum has
several things in store to keep you interested and engaged. Events to add to your calendar include:

Wednesday Dialogs on November 20th brings us a program on Fred Wiseman, who flew the very first air
mail flight in history.

The annual PMA Membership Holiday Party is on Friday, December 6th, and promises food, beverage,
music and good conversation.

Heritage Homes & Landmarks will present its Holiday Lighted Parlor Tour on December 8th. Please see
the HH&L article on page 8 for more details.

Our traditional New Years Eve Gala is the finest way to close down one year and greet another. Join us
for some thrilling music and refreshments.

To kick off Black History Month in the new year, the PMA will host the annual Jazz Concert on January
31st, featuring doRiaN Mode vintage jazz ensemble.

For all these events, consult petalumamuseum.com for more details, including tickets.

Here’s what we’ve been doing since our Summer/Fall newsletter:

Family-friendly events included Family Movie Nights and Story Time under the Oak, to the delight of
young folk.

In August, the Petalumans of Yesteryear led another successful "History Trails" walk, enlivening our
understanding of our local history.

September brought Leadership Petaluma's History Day, an all-day immersive event designed to educate
tomorrow’s leaders about Petaluma’s history.

The Board of Directors thanked the many PMA volunteers with a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon in
the Garden Court.

October’s Sonoma County Archives Crawl, including our Research Library, introduced history buffs to
local resources for historical research.

Elizabeth Walter's piano concert on September 22nd was a Museum fundraiser, and a superb display of
her virtuosity.Beethoven fans are still swooning.

The PMA hosted Petaluma Readers Theater series for six shows, featuring fine literature in spoken form.

Next year we will celebrate the 100th anniversary of American Women’s Suffrage. With a flurry of
excitement, curators are already working on an exhibit and event extravaganza to commemorate this
historic event, with a slant toward local suffragists. If someone in your family participated in the effort to
bring women the vote, please see the notice on page 15.

The board is currently in the process of selecting a new board president. At this time, the duties of the
president are being fulfilled by the Governance Committee and an interim president. PMA members will
be informed as soon as a new board president is identified.

Your Board of Directors, including some talented newcomers, urges you to meet us in person at the PMA
Holiday Party. Hope to see you there!

We wish you and your families a warm and wonderful holiday season and hope you include the Museum
in your plans.

—Clint, Debbie, Drew, Elece, Elizabeth, Erica, Freyda, Jamieson, Kate, Katie, Kathy, Kit, Madeline,
Marshall, Megan and Rob
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ONE HUNDRED AND ten years
ago, the average life
expectancy for American

men was just 47 years. Only 14
percent of Petaluma homes had a
bathtub (and NONE of them were
on stilts). The average
U.S. wage in 1909 was
just .22 cents an hour.
And more importantly,
nearly 80 percent of
doctors had NO
university education
and they made, at best,
about $4,000 per
annum. In Petaluma,
the three leading
causes of death were:
1.) pneumonia, 2.)
tuberculosis and 3.)
diarrhea.

In 1909, canned beer had not yet
been invented, but marijuana, her-
oin and morphine were all available
over-the-counter! In fact, one Peta-
luma pharmacy advertised: “Heroin
clears the complexion, gives
buoyancy to the mind and reg-
ulates the bowels.” Ninety-five
percent of local births oc-
curred at home, even though
the Petaluma Hospital provid-
ed “a first class operating
room” and offered actual “li-
censed physician care for ma-
ternity @ $25 per week.”

One local ad proclaimed: “Dr.
H. Ehrlick, the eminent eye, ear
and throat surgeon, will visit
Petaluma July 14th, at the
Continental Hotel. Deafness
positively cured!” And our Petaluma
Daily Courier carried an ad for Lydia
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound,

which would “absolutely cure
female trouble and make a well
woman of you.” (I’m guessing that
its 82 percent alcohol had
something to do with that “well
woman” feeling).

Here are a few more examples of
quick cures of the day: Doan’s
Kidney Pills were available here at

Clark's Drug Store for “dull back
pain, headaches, dizzy spells or a
tired, worn-out feeling.” Hall’s Ca-
tarrh Cure offered a “$100 reward

for any case of catarrh (clogged-up
mucus) that cannot be cured” and
Burdick’s Blood Bitters “makes the
blood rich, thick, red and pure.”
(“Thick blood” is good?) And doc-
tors had no ethics problems in ad-

vertising their
services in 1909.
Dr. H. Lorentzen,
on Kentucky
Street, offered:
“Special attention
given to diseases
of women and
children including
electric treatment
and thermal light
ray.” (“Thermal
light ray“?)

Meanwhile, the
City of Petaluma

was very busy in 1909. The steam-
er Resolute ran from Petaluma to
San Francisco daily. The Pacific
Gas Company was laying a gas

line on English Street “with
a large force of men” and
the Daily Courier newspa-
per was conducting a “Pet-
aluma Popularity Contest.”
The grand prize being a
“REO automobile, with
genuine acetylene lamps…
A $750 Value!” After a spir-
ited six weeks, that grand
prize was awarded to Mrs.
W.F. Bachelor and the run-
ner-up was Mrs. E.W.
Young. Interesting, in that,
at the time, there were only

seven automobiles in town and NO
women drivers, as yet. In other
news, the Hill Opera House was
offering “High Class Vaudeville”
and a man named J. Cory had

Petaluma  Medical  Practice  In  1909

                                 Petaluma History & Commentary
by Skip Sommer, Historian

1909 Tonic Wagon

Main Street in 1909
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been arrested for
“selling liquor to the
Indians” and then this:
“3 drunk Indians were
arrested for disturbing
the peace of the Bar-
low berry pickers.”

In wider focus, the
first oyster beds were
planted in Tomales
Bay in 1909 and nov-
elist Jack London had
just returned to Glen
Ellen after two years
of travel. It was noted
that: “He has abandoned ideas of a
round the world trip on such a ves-
sel as the Snark.” (High seas, small
boat.) And this news really sur-
prised me: “For the first time, oil
production actually outstripped
gold production in California!”
Speaking of gold, the Bank of San-
ta Clara Valley was robbed at
gunpoint of $7,000 in gold; the
paper said: “The outlaws es-
caped in an auto machine, at full
speed, down the road.” (“Full
speed” was likely 25 miles per
hour.)

In 1909, William Howard Taft
was President, Admiral Peary
had just been the first to reach
the North Pole, the FBI was just
getting organized, something
called “plastic” had been invent-
ed and the Ford “Model T” was the
hot auto at $875. What could go
wrong?

In New York City, millionaire play-
boy Harry Thaw was undergoing
an exam for his sanity. Thaw
claimed the jury would acquit him
of his murder charge, on account of
their belief that victim Stanford
White “deserved his fate.” You see,
Mr. Thaw’s wife, the beautiful ac-
tress Evelyn Nesbitt, was engaged
in an affair with Mr. White, the ar-
chitect who designed Madison
Square Garden. Mr. Thaw, who
knocked-off Mr. White with three
perfect shots to (what was called)

“the lower stomach,” was
subsequently committed to an in-
sane asylum. The case, dubbed
“The Trial of the Century,” made
international news for months.

Locally again, L.H. Stone, who “for

many years has been filling a
position at the McGuire Pharmacy
left for Berkeley, to enter a course
for medicine.” And “P. Sweed, the
local capitalist” (think Sweed
School) “contracted with Brainerd
Jones, the local architect (think
Petaluma Museum) in the creation
of a modern brick building at Main
and Fourth, for the Rex Mercantile
Co.” (think Rex Hardware now).
Also this: “12 loaded lumber
schooners are laying in wait in the
stream (think Petaluma Slough) to
berth at Camm & Hedges yard”
(think Grocery Outlet Center now).
I can’t imagine 12 schooners

anchored in our narrow
river all at the same time.
These craft had beams of
25 feet and and there was
NO turning basin in 1909.
It would have been
fascinating to view those
maneuvers. Backing-up
was not an easy option.
Cussing, I imagine, was a
good option.

And, this local tidbit
from 1909: “Dr.

Smith McMullin is moving
his furniture from 418
Washington to 28 Main
Street, where he is fixing
himself up very cozily. He
likes to have things just

right.” One hopes that
some of the things the
doctor also had “just right”
were some medical skills.

Those practicing physicians at
that time were just as busy as
physicians are today, but most
made their calls by horse and
buggy. To facilitate that, they
had to maintain stables at their
offices, as well as at their resi-
dences. 1909 was a pivotal year

for the medical profession to move
to the automobile from the horse
and buggy, and most of those first
auto owners were in fact doctors,
and they had to be good mechan-
ics too, thus creating the added
possibility of greasy hands. Often,
the cry of “GET A HORSE!” was
heard from anxious patients, await-
ing their doctor no-show. The
times, it seems, were a-changing
rapidly.■
Note:  The museum has a display
located upstairs that has a variety
of pharmaceutical artifacts and
medical tools.  Check it out on your
next visit.
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Ford Model T

1909 tire company using horses to deliver

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019



6

A letter, from John Augustus McNear, father, to John Augustus McNear, son 1/8/1857

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019

I      ABOUT THE LETTER
I have spent the last year, as a weekly volunteer
immersed in a treasure-trove of McNear family letters,
donated to this Museum/Library all the way from their
home in Texas, by generous members of the disparate
Petaluma McNear clan. Think: Original letters.  Spidery
handwriting on thin paper.  Carefully saved for 160+
years. Having taken, likely, months to reach their
recipients in the mid-1800's.  For me: what a joy this
year has been--along with a lot of work!

Excerpts I quote here are from only the first letter: from
1-8-1857, from father to son. In 1857, there was not
universal education in Wiscasset, Maine, or anywhere
else in this country.   Public Libraries were virtually
non-existent. In fact: can we pause to appreciate the
impact our 1904-built public Carnegie Library made for
Petalumans, 47 years after this letter was written by a
father's hand clearly un-tutored in writing, living in a
young country?  It is in this beautiful building, that I've
sat to read, appreciate and transcribe these letters.

This has been embarrassingly slow work. Each letter
opened up a plethora of questions beginning with, in
this letter alone: "Who is Wilson?"  "Who is Elias?"  "Is
Clary 'Clarinda' and when did she die in relation to this
letter?"  "Who is the grandmother to which he refers?"
and "Where actually does this sentence begin and end
and what the heck is this WORD here?" Hours have
been spent drawing and re-drawing a workable family
tree--replete with Georges, Johns and Marys.
Surrounding all of that work, are important cultural

questions such as: "who already lived in Petaluma
then?"  as these pioneers from the East were arriving in
increasing numbers, leading to the obvious next query:
"Who among us has other archival materials to help us
with the answers?"   I certainly don't have answers to
all of the questions.

But, regarding this first letter between McNear father
in Maine and McNear son in various locales: we DO
know the end of their story.  The son John Augustus
McNear born 1832 in Wiscasset Maine DID indeed end
up settling in Petaluma.  To this day we see many visible
traces of him around us: the name on one peninsula, one
elementary school, one restaurant, one community of
homes built next to Petaluma River at the site of what
was a large McNear family home, and much more. But
this letter precedes all this "knowing the end of the
story."   And therein lies the beauty and mystery of
"original archives" and the profundity of a gift like this,
to our Carnegie, continuing to do its work of promoting
a broader "literacy" in us all.

Such a letter bestows two monumental gifts.  1) First, a
delightful specificity: direct, private communication
between one John Augustus McNear, father, born ~1782
in Maine, a native son for several generations, a man of
the sea.  To one son John Augustus McNear, born 1832
in Maine, who was off himself sailing the seas and
setting foot on many lands.  2) Secondly, and
simultaneously: an undeniable universality, relevant to
us all.   As author John Gardner is quoted as saying,
"There are really only two stories: 'A Person Goes on a

Scanned image of an excerpt from the original letter dated 1-8-1857
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Journey' or 'A Stranger Comes to Town.' Which is, of
course the same story, just turned inside out." This
letter--and the ones which follow-- portray universal
human relationship-amidst-distance. The lure of the
secure homestead vs. the siren of Somewhere New.  The
parental difficulty of keeping up loving advice yet
appropriate support, from so far away, while sick with
worry. And for the offspring?: the challenge of how to
communicate with respect to one’s elders, how to
explain oneself from far away on a journey from which
one may never turn back.  With neither sender nor
recipient in this case yet knowing which way it will go.

II EXCERPTS FROM THE FIRST LETTER   1-8-1857
[ptb: note that for this article's letter excerpts, for ease of
reading,  I edited spelling, capitalization and punctuation.
For the public copies of these letters, to go into  the Carnegie
collection for all to read,  my intention is to have:  a) color
copies of each original b) an exact transcription of each letter
as-is, c) an "edited" copy--like these excerpts--if necessary,
for ease of reading.]

The father from Wiscasset, Maine, begins with -- and
Reader, note the breadth of geography mentioned here
in one sentence:  "I received a letter from you from the
Isthmus and 2 from Petaluma and should have answered
them before but I waited until Wilson arrived from New
Orleans... "   Following up with family news: Old Mr.
Carlton and Wife's uncle died within 5 weeks of each other.
Old Sady died first--this June. Hilton is dead.  Your
grandfather Bailey is at Elias Bailey's, boarding this
winter...He is quite smart. Elias is miserable. Your
grandmother and Ruby are as well as usual ..." And then
the subtle beginning of the plea to his son: "Mr. Grover's
folks... live in hopes that Mr. G.B. Williams [ptb: the son's
father-in-law and cousin, b. 1809, Maine] will get sick of
California and come back to the old stand or somewhere
near. They don't think that his wife is contented out there nor
ever will be contented so far from her friends...l think you
had better persuade George B to sell out and go to
Pascagoula [ptb: in Mississippi] ....and live there. Then they
will be more together. His mother feels bad to have her
children so far apart." Interspersed with a fatherly
reminder of his son's seemingly neglected duties at
home: "I have to furnish your grandmother with all her
supplies for the last 3 or 4 years. You promised me you would
be back in 2 or 3 years." And then the direct plea: "I don't
think much of California nor ever did, for there are ups and
downs there as well as in other places. If a man has got
money, he can make money anywhere.  .... I hope you all will
sell out and come back to your native place among your

friends. John, I should be very careful how I spend money
out there. There are so many ups and down in life we hardly
know whom to trust all around us to make money."  But then
the signing- off, in which we glimpse more about this
man, the father: "Perhaps you have made up your mind to
settle down for life in Petaluma. If so, I hope you will
prosper...Whatever you do in Petaluma do it honorably and
fairly with all men and take a high and honorable stand in
all your doings. Deal justly with all men and trust to no man's
word whatever, in a strange place like that. If you do, you'll
miss out. This leaves us all well and hope it will find you all
well. I shall write again. The family hopes to hear from you
again soon. They all send their love to Clary and you and all
the rest.
 From your Father and friend John McNear

What does the son say in return to "father and friend?"
Well, I shall keep ploughing on.

References used:
1.McNear-Sias letters from John Augustus McNear b~1782 to
John Augustus McNear b 1832:  letters dated 1/8/1857,
12/28/1857 & 1/31/1858;
2.New Yorker Magazine 9-2-2019 "The Mail" letter  to editor
by Aimee Loiselle, describing a previous review of a book "The
Mosquito: A human History of our Deadliest Predator" by
Timothy C Winegard which noted that "singular-factor histories
often suffer from myopia."
3.New York Times,  9-30-2019, Book Review by Parul Sehgal
p. C6 Re: The Penguin Book of Migration Literature:
Departures, Arrivals, Generations, Returns, editor Dora Ahmad.

With great thanks to the Sias family who donated these letters
to our Carnegie Library/Museum in 2018.  It is a privilege for
me to be part of documenting them for the public.  You who
are reading this article may also have knowledge to contribute
to this unfolding of McNear  family history. Or from your own
family's history.  Or, you yourselves may be preserving
archival letters, that you too may wish to share with others.
Each of us and our ancestors before us have made our town
what it is today; all our stories count!

Patricia Tuttle Brown,
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum Volunteer
707-762-9290
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Notes from Heritage Homes & Landmarks

The Holiday Lighted Parlor Tour returns to the delight of its many
eager fans. It will spotlight three vintage houses decorated for
the holidays and lit up in festive style for the evening. Plan to
take the whole family for this lovely event to kick off the season
of merriment.
The tour is Sunday, December 8, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tickets will be available in November on the PMA website,
petalumamuseum.com. All proceeds benefit the Petaluma
Museum Association.

Docents—Heritage Homes seeks docents for this event; we will need about thirty in all. Each docent
will serve a one-and-one-half hour shift at one of the houses; others will sell tickets and serve cookies
at the Museum. All will be entitled to visit the other tour houses for free. For easy sign-up, visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0844A5A62CA0FF2-holiday

Popular Tour Slated for December 8th

Follow up of Petaluma Restaurants
Petaluma native and member, Steve Jensen,
contacted the museum regarding the Summer/Fall
2019 article about drive-in restaurants in
Petaluma.  His mom, Wilma Jensen was a carhop
at the Roost Drive-In in 1949 and also was a short
order cook for Hollie’s Drive-In from 1951-1953.
He said his dad, Edward Jensen helped build the
Roost Drive-In.  His dad was a close friend of
DeVere Baker who financed the building of the
Roost.  DeVere Baker was known for the Lehi
Rafts he built to sail across the Indian and Pacific

oceans.  Baker’s wife Nola also worked at the
Roost Drive-In as a carhop.  The Baker family lived
in the apartment above the Roost.
Steve was born in 1944 at Petaluma General
located at 6th & I St.  He said his family moved to
Utah from 1947-1948 but his dad disliked the
winter there and they moved back to Petaluma.
Steve shared some photos that were taken of the
Roost Drive-In being built and of his Mom, Dad,
and DeVere Baker.

The Roost Drive-In under construction

Wilma Jensen at back and
front of the Roost.

Pictured at top right is DeVere
Baker on left and Ed Jensen.

Bottom rt  is Ed on right
with a neighbor.

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019
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Solange Russek and Teresa Saltzman worked
together to apply for a grant with the County of
Sonoma’s Community Investment Fund Program
and are pleased to announce that their efforts were
successful in obtaining a $3000 grant for 2019-2020
fiscal year.  The funds will be used to revamp the
museum’s Coast Miwok exhibit and set up an
educational program for use with the 3rd grade
classes.

GRANT NEWS!

The music of Haydn, Brahms, Dvorak and
Ginastera will resound in Petaluma's "Carnegie
Hall" as the 11th Annual New Years' Eve Gala
concert, presented by Sky Hill Cultural Alliance and
the Petaluma Museum Association, kicks off the
New Year!

Each year's "Gala Concert" has been a sensation
and has become a New Year's Eve tradition, not
only for Petalumans, but also for residents of
nearby towns wishing to ring in the New Year with
inspired artistry and great "live" classical music.

Violin virtuoso and Sonoma native Nigel Armstrong
returns this year as well as Dr. Kayleen Asbo,
acclaimed musician who many are familiar with
from her inspiring  Musical Mondays series at the
Petaluma Museum and her role as Cultural
Historian to the Santa Rosa Symphony.

Other performing string players are beloved high-
caliber musicians from the San Francisco
Symphony: Yun Chu - violin, Shu-Yi Pai - cello,
and Nancy Severance - viola, as well as Elizabeth
Walter pianist - the series creator and coordinator.
They have been performing at this venue since the
series' inception in 2009. This ensemble has been
acclaimed for their insightful interpretation and
marvelous cohesion.

Seeing the need for local high-quality classical
music events, Elizabeth Walter, in conjunction with
Sky Hill Cultural Alliance and the Petaluma
Museum Association, have provided the
community with many outstanding and inspiring
concerts.

Admission includes complimentary wine and
cheeses; balcony guests also enjoy fine wines,
champagne and chocolates.

We encourage you to get your tickets early, as this
event  SELLS OUT!

Don't forget the ever popular Viennese Ball
following the concert.  Call 707 583-3340 for more
information about the ball, or visit skyhill.org.

See you there!

Time: 6-8 PM
Main floor
$50 on or before Dec. 22/$60 after
Balcony with Elite Beverage Service
$70 on or before Dec. 22/$80 after

Available now at the Museum Gift Store!
19th Amendment Centennial 2020

Woman Suffrage Calendar
$15/includes tax

11th Annual
 New Year's Eve

Concert/Gala
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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019

History Trails Walk

Volunteer Luncheon

History Day at the Museum

The Petalumans of Yesterday had
their Fourth Annual History Trails
Walk on August 25.  It is a great
way to learn about our historic
town and the influential characters
from the past.  The tour concluded
with refreshments in the Museum
Garden Court.

It was a pleasantly warm day for the
annual luncheon to thank all the
museum volunteers for their generous
gift of time and talents.  All enjoyed the
delicious barbequed chicken and sides
and the friendly conversation.

On Sept. 17 we hosted Leadership Petaluma’s History
Day with a lecture from John FitzGerald,  on the
history of Petaluma, that centers around the river
covering  prehistoric times to the 1950s.  Solange
Russek, curator of the current exhibit, Joe Wayne-The
Artist’s Eye Behind the Lens, followed with a talk and
slide show about receiving the wonderful donation of
the glass negatives from Joe Wayne’s years as a
photographer in Petaluma, the history of the Wayne-
Weldon family, Wayne’s photographic style and his
post photo studio life.
The morning concluded with an appearance from
some of the Petalumans of Yesteryear, who always
delight with a  presentation about the history of our
town.
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Community Events held at the museum

Elizabeth Walter performed a Benefit Recital at the Museum
on Sunday, September 22, proceeds of which went towards
both the Petaluma Museum Association as well as Sky Hill
Cultural Alliance.  The afternoon began with her
performance of Mozart’s lyrical B Flat Sonata, K. 333 and
included two other Sonatas; Beethoven’s early C Minor
Sonata, Op. 13 (“Pathetique”) as well as Ravel’s Sonatine
from 1905.  The afternoon highlight was Ms. Walter’s
performance of Ginastera’s Op. 22 Sonata.  In a review
published by Terry McNeill on  the Classical Sonoma
website regarding her Ginastera performance, “. . . four

movement work of exceptional force.  Ms. Walter rose to the occasion with the requisite contrary double
octaves, heavy damper pedal and often-breathless potent speed.  She caught the mystery of the
rhapsodic adagio molto, and drove headstrong into the ostinato that concludes a wild sonic ride over
fifteen minutes.”Regarding the recital itself, “Ms. Walter’s pianism in this recital was secure and often
forceful, and she eschewed histrionics and wayward realizations in favor of careful attention to the score
and letting these majestic works unfold convincingly.”

Petauma Readers Theater performing
Under Milkwood by Dylan Thomas.
Check our website community page for
future performances.

Benefit Recital at the Museum

Family Storytime Under the Oak always
draws a large group of delighted children
and parents.

Musical Mondays at the Museum

Kayleen Asbo, Ph.D an acclaimed cultural historian,
musician, writer and teacher , continues her salon
series with live performances on the history of
Classical music and how composers and artists
have been inspired.   Schedule of classes on  the
community events page at petalumamuseum.com
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Upcoming Exhibits & Events Schedule

Wednesday Dialogues at the Museum
Nov. 20,  7-9 pm

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019

Presented by the Petalumans of Yesteryear,
in a program about Fred Wiseman. Bicycle

builder, race-car driver, adventurer and early
pilot. Petaluma can’t claim Fred as its own, but
he did make the first airmail delivery!   Learn
Fred’s story, complete with “Magic Lantern”
show.  There will be time for questions and

refreshments available at intermission.
$5 suggested donation at the door

Stories ه Songs Free ه Fun ه

Scotch Pairing/Fundraiser
Thursday, November 21 at 6:00 P.M.

A professionally guided tasting tour of single
malt scotches (from Scotland), accompanied

with notes and anecdotes on the spirits’
related region and aging process. Each

selected scotch will be accompanied
by a plate specially prepared by Preferred

Sonoma Caterers to complement that spirit.
Featured Scotches will be: Aberfeldy 12,

Auchentoshan 12, Aultmore 12, Craigelechie
13, Laphroig Triple Wood

$60/Members & $75/Non Members
petalumamuseum.com

Members Holiday Party
Friday, Dec. 6, 5-7 pm

The holiday season gives us an opportunity to
express our deep thankfulness for our

members’ generous and continuous support.
We invite you to a night of friendship,

warmth, food and drink.

Holiday Lighted Parlor Tour
Sunday, Dec. 8, 5-8pm

 More details about
this very popular tour on page 8

New Years Eve Gala
More details about this annual concert at the

Museum’s own Carnegie Hall on pg 9

Family Storytime Under the Oak
Thursday, Nov. 21, 10am - 11am
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Board of Directors Meeting
Every second Monday of each month

at 6:00 pm
Note: Nov. Meeting will be on Nov. 18th

Location: 20 4th St.
Open to the public

(Please enter through back door)

Quilt by Ethel Bonetti Bruschini
Circa 1940

Quilt Exhibit
The Threads that Connect Us

 January 4-26
Over 30 quilts will be on display along with
antique quilting machines and tools on loan

from Parkside Sewing Centre.
Your child can design their own quilt on the

black felt boards at The Children’s Table
and color in the quilt line drawings.

Our exhibitors will lead
scheduled tours on weekends.
See schedule below for the two

Wednesday Dialogues scheduled
during this exhibit.

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 7:00pm
“If These Quilts Could Talk”

Short talks by some of the exhibitors about
their quilts, who made them and how they

came to be in Sonoma County.

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 7:00pm
“Sarah Zander,  Spreading the word
about the history and resurgence of

Crazy Quilting”
Sarah Zander has taught and presented

about crazy quilting and other historic
embroidery techniques for EGA across

America for 15 years, and more
recently virtually on line. Her work has

been published in NeedleArts,
the quarterly publication of

The Embroiderers’ Guild of America
She will have on display prize-winning

crazy quilts, in-progress quilts, an
assortment of materials used in their

creation, and Victorian ‘Cigarette Silks’
from her collection.

8th Annual Jazz Concert
Friday, Jan. 31 at 6:30pm

Celebrating black history
month, the local vintage jazz
& blues group, The doRian
Mode, with Dorian Bartley

bass/vocals, Bob Jones, piano/coronet, David
Scott, sax/flute and Tony Blake, percussion.

More details and tickets available soon at
petalumamuseum.com

Black History Exhibit
Remember, Educate, Celebrate

February 6 - March 15
A black history timeline will be on display
along with highlights  of major events and

people in Black History.
African Americans and the Vote - 2020 marks

the 150th anniversary of the Fifteenth
Amendment (1870) which gave black men the

right to vote.  It also marks the centennial of the
Nineteenth Amendment and the culmination of
the women's suffrage movement.  On display

will be pictures and information about the
black men and women who have been
a part of the struggle for the vote, and

obstacles that still exist today.
We will celebrate the legacy of those who have

recently died and will also share two black
holidays - Juneteenth and Kwanzaa

petalumamuseum.com for more details on
upcoming events for this exhibit.
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America’s Yesteryears
Exhibits, Research, Educational

Don Siemens
Historic & Clinical Ecology

P.O Box 248
Bodega Bay
CA, 94923

          (707) 364-1643
Dosiem@comcast.net

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019



15

Musical Mondays at the Museum
Join Kayleen Asbo, Ph.D for

"Conversations Across the Centuries"
10:30 am-12:00pm

Petaluma Historical Library and Museum
Concerts, classes and lectures that will change

the way you experience classic music
www.kayleenasbo.com

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019
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HISTORICAL NEWS OF PETALUMA

by Solange Russek & Michael Slade
We would like to acknowledge the California Digital Newspaper (CDN) Program of UC Riverside and Newspapers.com as a our source for this feature.

Disreputable houses, vacant houses,

fewer children–Was there a

connection?

A shot of hard liquor was often the

nineteenth century restorative of

choice; and, of course, its

restorative powers are well known!

An attempt at sophistication

perhaps. “Bully” equals “Poulet”?

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Fall/Winter 2019



NEW MEMBERS
John & Nanette Barone, Kathy & Dennis Chambers, Sarah Fleming, Deanna Kastler, Linda Lipps
Stephen Turner, Pamela Williams

RENEWALS
Bill Allen, Architectural Design & Restoration, Inc – Church Hildreth & Rick Brereton, Dennis Andersen
Christa Bechler, Mary Beene, Gerald Besses, Shirley Blum, Faye Bourret, Julie Brewer, Patricia Tuttle Brown & Stephen Voltz
Maggie Carlson, Maria do Ceu & Madeleine Clare, Lynn Cominsky, Carol Cook, Tom & Linda Corbett, Dan Dougherty,
Paul & Sharon Eklof, Mike & Kate Glose, Majida Gibson, Marvin Hanson, Christie Heller, Jennifer Jackson, Homer Johnstone
Douglas & Linda Karr, Ray Hendess & Rory Keller, Jan Klebe, Lynn & Thom Knudson, Dan & Laurie Lutz, Brian Mealins &
Cynthia Renfrew, Dolores Frey McCloud, Steven Lafranchi, Kathy Nagel, Waltraud Noriel, Paul North, Sherri & Leif Ortegren,
Doris Pareas, Lois Pasini, Clair Pass, Brenda Paupst, Evelyn Pedroni, Judith Pekala, Al & Marret Poehlmann,
John & Judy Praetzel, Gail Ravitz, Pat Riley, Ruth Robeson, Alexander & Carol Sachal, Don & Charlotte Siemens
Richard Silva, Pat Skinner, Michael Slade, Catherine Spector, Eric & Mary Swanson, Tim & Janet Talamantes
Karen Tamborski, Marilyn Thompson, Brian Tolson, Carolyn Torliatt, Gail Unzelman, Royce & Carolee Van Bebber
Steve & Kathleen vonRaesfeld, Ralph Wedge, Wedge Roofing Inc., Carol Weisker, Jill White,
Connie & Rod Williams, Jack Withington, Elizabeth Young

DONATIONS
Christa Bechler, Maggie Carlson, Gayle Sarlatte

In memory of John Pedroni: Rick & Paulette Gomes, William & Kimberly Jensen, James Sweeney

In memory of Ron Larsen:  Ron & Lupe Malnati, Baldwin, McGaughey & Co., Rick & Maureen Rudder,
Donald Hesse, Kathy, Emily & Spencer Larsen, Robert Hesse

   Membership
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                                                                 LIFETIME MEMBERS

Linda Adams & Ken Larson, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Ashman, Bacchus Real Estate, Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay,Teresa Barrett
Ron Bausman & Art Wagner, Sherri Brungart, Jim Becker, David Best & Margaret Roth,  Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld,
Walter & Marilyn Bragdon, Tom & Kathy Brandal, Virginia Breedlove, Sherri Brungart,  Paul Canorro & Kelly Collins,
Joseph & Carol Castillo, Susan Morvay Chappell, Codding Foundation, Clark & Susan Coolidge, James and Liz Cohee,
Steve & Judy Collins, Jim & Lori Cornaggia, John Cota, Judy Curtis,  Angela E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa DeCaro & Family,
Dennis & Charlene Deen, Marvin & Shirley Dolowitz,   Karen & James Ely,  June Ferguson, Bonna & George Flynn,  C.
Michael Forrest,  Alice & Donald Forsyth, Jim & Kris Foster, Terry Fraser, Paula Freund & Paul Heavenridge, Kathy &
Richard Fries & Family, George & Margaret Gambonini & Family, Marvel Gardner, Cheryl & Derlin German, Marie Isabel
Girolo, Robert Girolo, Alexa Glockner, Ken & Annette Goltermann Family,  Margaret Gossett, Kathy Greene, Connie
Hammerman, Matt & Ginny Hautau, Mike & Beth Healy, Toby & Pat Herfindal, Ann Hobrecht, Miriam Hodge,Timothy &
Marianne Hurley, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Helen Issel, Toby Kaehler, William & Denise Kane, Roanne & Davis
Kaplow, Steve & Karen Kemmerle, Lucy Kortum, Terry Kosewic, Daniel Krieg, Jack Krout, Kathleen LaRusso, David &
Mary Lee, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, Catherine Lehmann, Michael Lennon, Paul & Marlene Lewis,  Blanch Lieb, Sid &
Gerry Lipton, Connie Brandner Loughary, Colleen Mahoney, Theresa & Peter Mahoney, Amy Malaise & Gary Fusco,
Peter Masi/Master Cleaners,  Evelyn Matteri, Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw, Shirley B. McDonald, Mc Dowell Drug Task
Force,  James & Sue Mc Isaac, Keith & Debbie McNeil, Robert & Virginia Merwin,  Max Mickelsen, Flora Mickles, Pierre
& Sonja Miremont, Montoya & Associates, Ann Moreno,  Tim & Lori Nelson, Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton, Dustin
O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Michael Orton, Ross Parkerson, John & Karen Perlis, Edward Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson,
Charles & Mary Pheil, Russel Pleech,  James Power Millwork, Lawrence Reed, Dan & Ann Reed, Ed & Bernadette Ricci,
Tim & Deborah Riddle, Katherine & William Rinehart, Walter & Emily Roeder, Rotary Club of Petaluma, Jerry & Mary-dee
Roy, Gloria Salick, Warren & Susie Salmons, Nancy Sasser, Kit & Steve Schlich, Richard & Lucille Sharke, Jeff Smith &
Alicia Wallace, Nicole & Dave Snider, Skip Sommer, Springfield Place, Kaye Stack, Clarice Stasz, Thomas & Mary Stelzner,
Elaine & Christopher Stevick,  Barbara Tornberg, Evan Williams & Elizabeth Tyree, UBS Financial Services, Gene &
Lenore Urbain, Larry & Jan Vannucci, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 563, Susan Villa & Family, Volpi’s Italian
Market, Michael & Elaine Von der Porten, Mary Renner & Linda Vourlogianes, Marcie Waldron, Ruth Walker, Olga Walker,
Judy Walters, Jan Widdowson, Lauren Williams, Sarah Young, Scott & Meredith Young, Nick Zaillian, Ruth Zveinieks
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If you prefer, you can join online at petalumamuseum.com, or call 707-778-4398

FAMILY / DUAL $70
All Basic Benefits, PLUS:

•Extension of Basic Benefits to an additional adult
& children in the same household up to age 17

•Two personalized membership cards

RECIPROCAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES - “Museum Goer” Benefit
If you join the PMA at the Supporter level ($125) or higher, you will receive free or discounted

admission to more than 600 museums in the U.S. Some of the top Bay Area participating museums are:
Asian Art Museum • Walt Disney Family Museum • de Young Museum • Legion of Honor

CA Historical Society Museum • Charles M. Schulz Museum • Sonoma County Museum

SUPPORTER $125
All Family / Dual Benefits, PLUS:
•Reciprocal Museum Membership Privileges

BUSINESS SPONSOR $150
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Your business card in the PMA newsletter

CORPORATE SPONSOR $1,000 +
All Benefactor Benefits, PLUS:
•Your corporation’s logo in the PMA newsletter

COMPANY SPONSOR $500
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Your company logo in the PMA newsletter

INDIVIDUAL $35
All Basic Benefits
($20 memberships are available in this category
to: Seniors, Educators, Students. Military is free)

PATRON $400
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Personalized exhibit tour for you and 10 guests
•Listing of your name on the Museum’s Donor Wall

BENEFACTOR $750 +
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Opportunity to be named the benefactor of a

temporary exhibit or annual program

BASIC BENEFITS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
•Discounted admission to temporary exhibits •Personalized membership card
(admission to the library & permanent exhibits is free to all) •10% off Museum store merchandise
•Reserved seating at the Butter & Egg Parade •10% off gift memberships
•Subscription to and acknowledgement in the PMA newsletter •Invitations to previews & receptions

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & CATEGORIES

YES! I want to join the PMA at the level of: Payment Options:
__________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

City/State: _________________________________

Zip: _____________ Phone: __________________

Email: ____________________________________ Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum

20 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952-3004

Please detach and return the portion below with your payment method.

All membership dues are valid for one year beginning the month of
enrollment and are tax deductible as provided by law.

❐ Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Petaluma Museum Association

❐ Charge $____________ to my
❐ Visa ❐ MasterCard

Card #: ______________________________________

Expiration: _____/_____ 3-digit code: _______

Signature: ___________________________________
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Museum Collection Update
by Solange Russek

Museum Collections Manager

Fall 2019 New Donations:

Carol Cook, daughter of Lewis
Barber , Petaluma’s sign maker
donated 14 water color sample
signs that Lew created for local
businesses. The water color
sample picture at left was for a
4’3” x 6’ 3” Illuminated Plastic
Sign.

Shannon McDowell, daughter of Carol Grant McDowell donated her
mom’s 1956 wedding dress from Sak’s Fifth Ave in SF. Carol Jean
Grant married William James McDowell “Jim” on October 27, 1956 at
the Methodist Church in Petaluma and had the reception at the
Woman’s Club. They were married 60 years until Jim’s passing just
following their anniversary on November 10, 2016. Carol was 18 years
of age, and he was 20. He always said his parents had to sign
something allowing him to get married before his 21st birthday. Their
engagement announcement was in the paper while Carol was still in
high school. They lived in Petaluma their entire marriage, embracing
full time dairy life while raising 2 sons, 3 grandchildren, and 4 great
grandchildren.  Also included is an 1880’s purple dress that belonged
to Carol’s mother’s friends the “Montessori” family. (Shannon only had
that spelling). The dress was worn by Shannon’s grandmother in the
1958 Centennial Parade. (Shannon is looking for a photo)

Cathy Casazza donated her mother Anna Casazza's get away outfit which Anna
wore 75 years ago when she left on her honeymoon. Anna is a long time resident
of Petaluma and is a cousin to the Volpi’s, owned the Tivoli Hotel and recently
celebrated her 75th wedding anniversary. The outfit is a dark blue serge suit/skirt
complete with the shoes, handbag, gloves, blazer and even the handkerchief.
Sadly, Anna's husband recently passed.

Carol Preston donated
her childhood 1930’s
metal–petal push car
that rode up & down
Western Ave in the
1940’s.

Clifford Chandler donated
his uncle’s WWII memorabilia.
Clifford Petersen grew up in
Petaluma, graduated PHS
and was killed in 1944.

Ann Nisson donated her
great grandmother’s black
cape that was worn by a
Petaluma Suffragist, Abigale
Ainsley Goodwin.

Lisa Colb donated her Aunt’s 1950 WAC uniform that belonged to Anita Rose who served in Korea and in
Germany. Anita lived in Petaluma. The museum does not have any WAC uniforms from that era. The uniform
was packed in moth balls and is currently being treated with a non-toxic product called “Smell- Eze” to remove
the strong camphor smell.
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