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1870 HANDWRITTEN ADDRESS TO THE
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In 2021, Ann Nisson donated to the Petaluma Historical Library & Museum a handwritten address
composed in 1870 by her great-great-grandmother, Abigail Goodwin Haskell (1820-1884),
accession # 2021-887-01. Due to the difficulty of reading Haskell’s cursive script, Michael Slade
created the following printscript transcription. Haskell’s address is a primary document of great
significance to the history of the women’s suffrage movement in California. She was the President

of the California Women’s Suffrage Association, and her address was a defense of the CWSA’s
1870 petition for women’s right to vote.
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1 APPEAR BEFORE You (N BEHALE oF ThE
CP\\, WSA. \ vo NAY EXPET Ta Wi Yauk FAVOR BY ANY ELORUESCE
AS PaweR oF ORATORY . X. ASK QE YOU A RESPETFUL CONSIDERATION
OF "THE MOST IMPORTANT RUESTION W< WAS YET BEENM OR WHIC B
CAN HEREAPTER BE BROVSHIT BEFORE AS A Leamsiat Ve, Bow X
CRAVE YOLR WD Gence WHILE j1 Rea, FrROMWIS SACRED VOLUME
REGAKRIED BY MOST ENLGHTENED NATIONS AS The %oow af %03»\,
T A TR AGREST AuThoRit FOR BoTh \—~/\W AND \‘({ecEDEm. IN
THE TWENTY SEVENTR Q»xmww OF T\t E))oow o@\lu MBERS WE
T These Worps, 1T 2™ 37 4™ 1 5™ veeses He o vor
BRNG VT BEFORE A Chose CommirTee of Tee Tuves oF Lspan
NOR THE JUDGES THEREOF; 0T BEFORE The SubReme Ruver of
The \JN\\(E&SE ,THE Ktﬂ& oF K\\«Kﬁ e Lorb oF Lofbs . Now
MARGK THE AN SWER SE Tae LoRb S Harr $UT oF6 THEWR
CLAIM AS UNWORTHY FINS NOTLCE, NOR 0N TWE GRowd Teat He
VAP A GREAT MANY LAWS To MAKE AND (00l NOT AF FoRD
e To LsTEN o Taeie PLEA . No' 6 7™ \eeses Now
SENTLEMEN OF TS CON\Y‘\\TTEE WE COME REFORE You To
NAGHT ASTTRESE FIVE WoMEN CAME BEFORE



\V\asas WHO RECRESENTEL THE GLORIQUS MATESTY OF THE
\ Aw BefoRe Ant \srate Favmeren Tuese savs FIve
WOMEN SEEM TO WAVE TRouBL ey WMoses Qtd SEVERAL QCCASIONS
AFTERWARD BUT BACA TIAE THE \ORD BADE W GRANT THER
REQUEST, SAING THAT LT \WAS RiGHY, p\m THE CLEA WG WE
NOW MAKE TO Yoy REENBRQUGHT BY THE WOMEN OF The
THKTEEH STATES UNITED I THE DECLARATION OF MALE
\Nmeeemeuce w76 Tk Yo T wools HAVE QECN DEN\ED?
~ These Five women Aswed The \Lord Thgouaw Woses Tueir
ANHERTTANCE. WREN HE WAS DIVIDING THE LAND OF ‘CANAAN LOT
UnTo THhe (\MLK)RM\ Q% \SRA‘EL. \N ANSWER TG THEWR YETIMION
WE FIND AN ORDER 1 SSOIN G FROM A WGHER ThAN HUWMAN
AVTRORITY COMMANDING TUAT WOMEN S1HouLD INHERT
LANDED ESTATE —TyAT WHICH We TERM REAL T state. THEWR
PATENT DATES BANK MU O TARTHER “THAN THE FAMOUS, OR RATHER
INFAMOYS . 6AL\<, LAW WIS FoR S0 MANY CenTuRIES DISGRACED
TWe S-rm-u“\{s oF F@Aﬂa AND THROUGH THEW Thase OF\:_N%(LAND
YEA, Aub Even o New ENG\A“W TOO AND THE WhotE \Unirte
CJTM‘es, AND WHICH HAS PERPETUATED A MOST GRIEVOUS
INSUSTICE WHEREVER LT HAS EXISTED; V\Z, THAT THe A
WOMAN BAD NoT AN EQUAL RAGHT WITH MAN TG How LARDED

?Ro?em'\f) WHETHER IWHERITED OR OTHERWISE OBTAWED AN HER
DWN




RIGHT AND TO BUY OR SELL THE SAME WHENEVER (T SWTED WER
\NTEREST ©R CONVENIENCE SOTODO, :
Ouk P(v:vv\ou BLARING UPON THIS AND WKINDRED SU\S'SEcTs,
SIGHED BY SEVERAL HINDRED Women of s Srae ASKS YOU TO TAKE
SUCH \MMEBIATE ACTION AS JRALL SECURE To ONE WALF OF THE AbyLT
PORULATION THE RIGHT AN EQUAL SHARE IN TS GOVERWMENT WE CLAW
TQ BE RE<OGNIZED AS UTIZENS {1y THS FREE RECUBLIC, DERVING \TS
OMLY TUST POWERS FRAMTHE CONSENT OF “HE GONCRNED, A,s THE
COUNDATION OF AL OTHER RIGHTS e Ask THE Ricir of DurtRase.
WE CLAM THE SAME RIGHTS UNDER GOVERHIMENT THAT WEN ENTOY.
W_E ARE OLY RES\DENTS QF Q\\.\FORN\A AND WE <otvE BEFORE You
NOT AS PURLIC SPEARERS AL STOMEDL TO THE ng\QE ok THE
RO STRUM, BUTAS WOMEN — AS THE MOTHERS AND WIVES, AS T
SITTERS AND: DAVGITERS OF MEN WHO ENTOY ALLTHE PRWIESES OF
SATIZENSHI, WE ASK THAT WE MAY BE RESTORED To AND ENABLED
1O ETER INTQ THE POSSESS 0N & EXERASE OF EQUAL Vit AND
Bourmi e RaGwss Witk Mew, We Ave equany Taxes, we Ae
ALKE AMENABLE TO Tk PENAL Cobi WRIGH GOVERWS 0ug FATHERS,
BROTHERS, HUSBANDS AND SONS .W\w TTHEN, ARE WE ON THE GROUND
OF SEX ALONE EXCLUDED FRoW, A IUST PARTICIEATION IN THE MAKING

QF TROSE LAWS BY WOl WE ARE GOVERNED AND WHICH WE ARE
COMRELLED TO OREY TO THE VERY \ £TTEQ




)

WE. D3 NOT FROPOSE TO ENTER \NTO At LABORSD ARGUMERT “To
CONVW CE Xou THAT SVFF&A&E \$ THE : INALENABLE RIGWT OF
EYERY WOMAN.—N-Q*&R—&?M& WE FEE)\ SURE TOAT XU A AT Tre
SUSTACE OF QUR CLAYM, WS QUESTION ATFECTS Tuk VERY
CaunbATIONS OF QuR POoLTICAL LIFR AS A RQPuB\.\C " W€ BE& OfF
OU TO LAY AGIDE ALL IDEAS DERIVES FROM PRETUDICE QR

CUSTOM AND TQ LOOKAT THIS SURTECT \N-THE L GKT OF
ReAson P WATH A CONSOERTIOUS REGARD FOR THE GREAT LAWS
OF R\GIT WEMCH SWOULY GOVERN ALL YAUR ACTION AS A
Le ey amve Rovy,
X <Tob AAW FAT TO pMAKE WA AND WA N H\s oW IMAGE
AN WWKEWESS \J\AD ONE BEEN SUFFICIENT TO ENRODY THAT IMAGE
¥ LikeNESS BuT onle WOouLh BAyE EX\STED,/R%E WHOLE OF WUWMANTY
DWELLS i NETHER ALONE BUT N BOTH UNITED, WE NEED-TODAY \n
THE DUFFRAGE ELEMENT THE WHOLE OF UIOAN W TURE WE HAVE Wi
ONE-SIDED MAS CULINE RULE LONG ENQUGH TOTEST THE TRUTH OF
SM,RQD WRIT, WHILCH D CLARES ’\‘HA’T“ VTS NOT GOOD FoR WAN
TO BE ALORE I GOVERWMENTAL AFFALRS ANY MORE TiaAn I
THE ITHER CoNCerns of Life. Let 0 wow, As Soon ps Possieie
WMAKE THE TRIAL 9F ADMITIING THE FEMININE ELEMENT OF
RUMAN NATURE INTO PoLiTicAL AS WELL AS SOGALLFE . WE
VAOHOW HoW WELLIT PAS SUCCEEDED THERE AS A MEANS OF
QWILZNG EDUCATING AND REFINIMG MAN AND ELEVATING iV
VO WGHeR PLACE OF LiFe AND ACT\ON,




\& _

“ WQMAN’S \NF\NE‘NC; BAS BEW@ME A STALE PLATITUDE \N THE
MOUTHS OF THOSE WHO WOULD DEFING FER OPHERE. AND 115 A
BOUNDARIES, WiAT WE NEED, OW, \N GroVERHMERT 16 HER SiRe ACTION
AND THE COWER WHICH Wit BE DEVELOPEY & ULTAMATED B THAT ASTION,
Lowag DEEN SALD TUAT WOMAN IS REPRESENTED (1 AL POLVTICAL
ACTION BY THE MALE MEMRERS OF HER FAMILY BN s IMPOSSIBLE,
e megl oF Ths Repueiac For THE PASY HUNDRED YEARS WAVE
ENACTED LAWS FORWOMEN PRECASELY OPPOSITE TO THOSE MADE
FOR TUEMSELVES (N SAMILAR CARCUM STANCES, WOMEN, AS A
CLASS, WANE SPETIAL INTERESTS (N THE MAKIN & ©F THOSE LAWS
WK ARE TO SOVERN THEM,  THey SHOULD BAVE ANERVAL Voice
WITH MEN N QRDER TO SELYRE THESE {NTERESTS,
X _ I CANNGT NOW DWELL VPN AL\ TWE REASONS
W\w THE BALLOT SROWD BE GIVEN TO WOMAN, BuT ONE, WHI K
AAS CLAIMED MY ATTENTION WORE TRAN ANY OTHER, LS TUAT
VT35 PosSession WLl CONFER UPON HER SO WMANY ADDYTIONAL
ADVANTAGES of EDUCATION AND OFPPORTUNITIES FoR PRvST AL
AN MENTAL DEVELOPMENT, T BALLAT 1S NOT Oy An
EDUCATOR BUT THE MEANS FOR QPENIN G T WOMEN Al THE
AVENYES To WEALTI /\N\‘) tAMe, Now EwaS\ww ENTOYED By
wnen, Quf UNIVERSITIES, OUR MEWCAL, Theqlomea &
SC\EN'\\F\C (:/O—{'OOLS MUST OPEN THEWR DQORS S 10 OUR
DAVGHTERS on AN ENTIRE EQUALYTY Witw ouR Sons, We
CANRTY WITH TRUTH AFFIRM THAT THE FORMER HAVE NuT

EQuyALLY
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AVAW ABLE INTELLECTUAL POWER FoR THE SERVICE OF The C:}‘rmt AS
TTRE LATTER | UNTIL THE EXPERVMENT HAS BEEN TR\ED FoR BOTH
AN EQUAL LENGTH OF T(ME
WE ASK oF Yoy ! ‘V\QNQRA%LE Gﬁmemew THAT THE TRIAL BE MADE of
OPENING THE STME. UNNQQ SITY To QUR DAL GIRTERS \NE ARE.TAXED TO
SUEPORT AT TS AND IT 45 BuT T 30ST, THAT, WRQEVER i THE STAW HAS
T POWER ' SHQULD N STRUCT THE %om Qk RE GENTS TO SO ALTER OR
ANMEND THER REGULATION AS To QFFER TiE SAME FACQUTIES To OUR
DAU @HTERS THAT QUR SONS NOW ENTaY. YeARS of OBSERVATION AND
EXPERIENTE INTEANING ROTH SEPARATE AND MXED SCHOLS HAVE
SONVINCED ME OF THE IMMENSE ADVANTAGS OF THE LATTER PARTICOLARLY
N TS BRANCHES OF STURY, "1, CANNOT BXPRESS IN TOo STRoN
TERMS MY GRATITUDE THAT L WAS EDUCATED 1N SUCH A S CHOOL,
SADE BY SIVE WITH BOYS WHO WERE PREPARED T Erver HARVARD &
Yare Cousaes . NETER CAN L Tq0 BEERY DEPLORE THE FACT TUAT
1 ALSO, BEWNG EQUALLY WELL FUTTED WITH THEM “TO ENTER THOSE
INSTETUTIONS WAS EXCLUDED, O ACCOUNT OF SEx ALONE Y ThE
ABSURD CUSTOMS AND TIWE HONORED USAGES oF Tk PAST. Our
L@a‘-sx.mo«s SHOLLD BE URGED TQ SOME PECISIVE ACTION on THg
SUBSECT AND L D0 MOST EARNESTLY BEG oF You, Gravriema of
'Wus Co*«\w-n& THE CONSIPERATION, \T SO STRQNGL\( DEMARDS,
“IKNOWLEDGE 15 POWER” FOR GIRLS AS WELL AS BOYS



BECAUSE \T DEVELOPS ALL TTHE FALVULTIES OF "THE MIND AND HELPS
TO ONGINATE NEW \DEAS . WE WW KNOW BUT ONE WALF VTS VAWJE \ny
THE STATE BECAUSE ONE Sex hAS BEEN So ENTIRELY DEPRIVED OF
_TTRE PNGREST FACWLTIES OF \EARNING, WHEN THE SEXES AR
SOVCATED TOGETHER W OUR CO\_\.E GES &UNW@\), TIES, LN TRE SAME
BRANCHES OF STUBY, THEN MAYL WE MAY BEGIN TO LEARN swse TRUTHS,
_ ARQUT THE RELATIVE WTELLECTUAL ROWERS OF AN A D WOMAN: A\ S0
TTRE BFECCT OF THER SOWMTACTION IN THE SC\eNcE of GOVERWMENT,
MHNCR WIL ASTORNSH THOSE WHO PAVE HEVER THOOGHT MU ABOUY
TRE SUBTECT, /\N OBSECTION VS URGED BY SOME TRAT BY CONTALT
OF THE TWOQ SEXES (N \)Nwmsn'v ¥ _<§7_L\-EG(E LIRS QUR @RS \WiLL
LOSE TRER PECULIAR DELICALY OF TREIR WATURES & BECame
MASSYLINE W TREYR APPEARANCE ANDBEMAVIOR 1 DEwy THAT
THIS 1S A RATIONAL Con QLUS\_O\_\\,,_YO\} CANNOT, BYANYPROCESS OF
EDUCATION, CHANGE THE NATURAL CHARACTER OF Brmwee. By
I STRY CTIN & THEWM TOGETHER You WILL DEVELOP AL THAT S
NOBLEST & BEST N EACK, L BEUEVE THAT TRERE LS A SEX It
Q0VLS AS WEM. AS BODIES + THAT TH\S DIFFERENCE Wikl
CoONTINUT FOREVER Tug YERY REASON WY THEY SHovLy BE
EDUCATED TOGETHER 15 Thig UNLWENESS IN AL ESSENTIAL
QUALTAES OF (ND & WEART, |HEY ARE NuT AND CAN NEVER &
EXACTLY ALIKE, BQTHA_RE NECESSARY TO Form A CoMmprLeTe
HUMAN BEWG W (ROUs IMAGE & LIKENESS, MAVIFESTING To
“THE WaoRLL H\s Wi SDOME & C\oowess 3 USWG




ALL THER ToR(T POWERS & FACULTIES |y THE SERVISE oF Howa ity
}\o:o&v O WONAN WERTRUE PLACE AS MAN'S EQUAL & GOMPANION (N
ALL THE DUTIES & USES oF UFR & YOou BELEVATE BOTH To A WIGHER
CLANE OF THQUGKT Y ACTION THAN ELTVER CAN AT TAIN ALONE.

x ) T\& DE AARATION OF \NDE?E_‘\\DQKQ WAS A GRAND PROTEST
AGRANST THE TYRANNY OF Cngumis, LT WAS S\GHED &Y Some WiTh
TTAMD WEARTS & TREMBUN G WANDS. (5T qui FATHERS WKNEW NOT, SAW
NOT AL THAT THEY WERE Do & Rok T Revurnic Weser wot
NETALL THAT THLS BROAD CRARTER OF HUMAN RVGHTS Wite ACMPLISH
FoR THE ENTIRE RACE | W\*ﬁN \T SHAWLBE STUDAED A THE L\GWT OF
\‘\\swo?d BY THE CLEAR WTVITION OF WOWAN TOWNEDTo ThE RATIONAL

UNBERSTANDING OF MAN  TREN WAY WE WOPE 0 SEE i 1TS SPIRIT &
MEANING THE REVELATION OF A HIGHER THAN WUMAN WiSDowM, NAY,
The veRy e L SraiT of Him wino 15 e Coeptor § Tveonimeyt
of A AW, X e science oF GROVERMMENT 15 THE GRANDEST The
NOBLEIT THAT CAN ERGAGE THE ATTENTION OF THE WHOLE HUMAN
RACE - WHen BOTH SEXES BRINGTO VTS STVDY THER UNITED
AGGREGATE OF INTELLECT UAL CONVICTIONS THER MAY WE ROPE
To UNDERSTAND 35-BETTER THAN 1S POSSIRLE TO BATHER ALONE YTS
CRINGAES AND THE WODE oF ACCOMPLISHING THROUSGH 1T THE
ResT RESULTS, WE CLAM FOR OUR DAUGHTERS THE VERY WIGHEST
EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES THE STATE CAn B‘ES‘TOV&_\QQ’\"TC: L\_)_@_@f

TTHEM OR 8O U\ T THEW TO BECOMME FAITHEYL WIVES And
HMANORED MOTHERS BT FOR THIS VERY REASON, V1Z WE §X PET
THEM TTO USE THESE ADVANTAGES (AS MOTHERS OF THE RATE)
FOR The RENCF\T OF THEWR T LPREN



\a_

LN AL WATIONS TE Chil FOLLOWS T, ConbT1oN OF s MOTHE R,
X_P\ W5t MONSTROUS ANb UNTUST FRAVD WAS SEEN CoMMITTED
L AGAWST THE DAUGKTERS 0 RIS REMIBUC (N S0 Lo
WYL OLPAN G FROMTHEM Thts CART OF THEIR INWERITANCGE .
Hanagaes Grarmaen oF s Comamiee, Wi Yoy woT BT Ay
_END FOREVER TO TS WRONG IR OUR BAR Gorden Srate 2 Wil
~ MOUNET WASTEN 10 OUR PLEA AND TO THE VOICE OF RAGHT
— YOUR OWN SOULS, BEGGHIN & QU T ACT TUSTLY | THIS
v, Wost of Tuis Le gisumone PRoress o g Democas,
L ASREALTO YOV, \E TTHIS ONE-SIDED LE S5 ATion, ARPROPRIATING
SUCH WBERAL Means For THE Svire Univegert winz oue waus
THE OUTH ARE VIRTUALLY EXCLUDED FROM SAARING 1 (1 BENEFTT,
A5 TRULC DEMOCRATIC Y N0 | THE PRINCIPLES OF TRVE VEmoCRACY

_ FORBID N OUR ANY LONGER ANOWING S INTUSTICE TO NgouR
SVSTERS & DAV GTERS

o ,\ﬂ_\,\.._&,‘_{Op,NQT,U.SE ANXVR EFFORTS TO OPEN THE DOORS OF
_IWE grA'sg,UN\YER&m TO YOUNG WOMEN Anip REMOVE AL\

_ ORSTACES TO THEWR IMMEDIATE ADMISS10M To \TS CLASSES ON
EQUAL TERMG WITH YOUR & MEN & DQ NoT ADTOURN YOUR

LERISLATIVE SESSION WITHouT PROWMET ¥ EFFiCienT A<Tion To

_ SESURETHIS END', YOu Wil MAKE A RE CORD O otk STATYTE

_HO0KS WORTMY YOURSELVES AND TRE POLITICAL PARTY WHICH

Qv REPRESENT, You Witk ALSO | SCRIBE YQuR NAMES WG
UE O THE ROLL OF FAME AS BENEFASTORS of HumMANITY



S\}FFRM& FOR WOMAN 1S ONLY A QUESTION OF TiME , We ARE AS

SURE OF \1S ULTIMATE SUCCESS AS oF OUR OWN SxX1stENCe L FoR :m‘:/
WOULD \\KE TO SEE THE Demockame PARTY t(E \NITVATIVE \N
TS MATTER, WHCKEVER POwIT L AL SARTY TAKES VT UP AT THE NEXT
p(«\ea\v‘f‘-m WAL BLECTION 1S SURE TO Suc c':.:v"‘:\% QNE WRCHK STRIVES
T CRUSH OR \ GNORE (T 1S SURE TO BE DEFEATED, We wAvETHE
Rigis on oug SR ¥ CONSEQUENTLY ALL THE FORCES OF “THE
\)ﬂw@\% WLLL ALD 1R THE TANAL TRWMEN 0F O CAUGE‘

L conciuse with A Few WoRpS CONCERNING WomAN's
SPuege, ON A LANDIN G OF ONSOF THE GRAND STAWRCASES \N
Tht CAP\'VOL KT W)\SH\NGTQN 1S A LARGE CAWTING RePRCIedTING

EM\ GRANT TRARS GO\NG W\Es*r. UNDEKNEAT\-\ ARE THE WaRbs ~
“WestwAgy THE STk oF Dwgie TAKES 115 Wiy . Ol one s1oe
ANERE ARE THESE LINES,  HE MinD \S NARRAWED \ny A NARROW
SPRERE, WE SPR'T GROWS TO r\; ALLOTTED SPACES :) On i
OTHER S\BE THESQ‘“NQ Pen ve UT\QA CONTRACTS QUR POWERS
BUT ThE Whowe Bougoiess Cantingnt & GURS. The fnwrnie
\S ON A LARGE SCALE _ T_ CANHOT TEL. Waw AN ARTIST MAGHT
REGARD IT BUT TO ME IT WAS VERY S GHESTIVE, 1t WAS TRYE 10
e UFe . ONe Couup ALMOST REAVZE TRE SUFFERINGES 4
PRIYATIONS OF TR PERSONS REPRESE WTED, SOME Wit Ox TEAMS,
QTRERS WITH WAGONS DRAWN BY POOR , FAMINE STRICKEM HORSES
T WRWE THE LEAN, CADAVEROUS MEN ¥ WOMEN LOOKED READY

TQ Sk & FERISH BY THE WAY, AS WMANY OF THEIR COMPANIONS
BAD ALTADN DONE,

TWARTH
PAgE TWERE MEN ALONE | WS

?S'Q‘dl‘&\%@(“ TOWARE TWE SETTING
st Wiy ARe THESE WamEn REPRESENTED
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BY THE LWFE LIKE SKiLL OF THE E’A\wm"';/'i&:a; SINE B SIDE WITH THEWR
FATHERS, HUSBANDS AND SONS W ALL THE HARDSHIPS & DANGERS
QF TH\H \LONG PERWAUS TOURNEY ACROSS THE PLAWS T WitL
TRQSE SFECTORS TO THE EQUAL RIGHTS ofF WOMEN, WHO SAY ThAT

WOMAN'S PLACE 1S W THE SE CLUSIONOE ¥ QUIET OF NOME, THAT
SHE \sogoo DELICATE T0 B8 EXPOSES TO ANY OUTSIDE \NFLYENCES OF
WD STORM I THE. IS CHARGE OF HER DUTIES, ANSWER WY QuesTioy !

1w e You Wit L Tuig ARoon Woways Seiere  Nov

QNWY Tdg “W\o\O\.E ROUNDLESS CONT\NENT‘; THE WHOLET R Ounb WORLY,
FROMTHE Z EHVTH TO THE WADIR , FROM THE HORIZONS FARTHEST Riv 10
\ TS UTMOST VERGE 7 NAY MOREATFASWERS TG EXRLORE THE WWOLE
R OUNDLESS \)N\YE?&E\- W\-\E&E\IER MAN CAN GO, FROM THE Aw\m\c
To e YAty c, FRoW \<Y POLE TO TORRID HEAT S1bk BY SIDE Wit

i SHOULD WoMAN GO AS WIS COMPANION, His EQUAL, \N AKT,

LITERATURE AND SOIENCE WS OTHER AND WELL ACKN OWLEGED
BeTTeR WALE,




