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by Faith Ross

CELEBRATING FAMILY

The national theme for Black History Month 2021 is The Family
– Representation, Identity, and Diversity. We at Petaluma Blacks
for Community Development (PBCD) decided to share our
celebration of Black History Month with the community by asking
families from the community to become a part of our exhibit. We
felt that Celebrating “Family” is perfect for 2021 given the 2020
year that we have had.

Families come in all shapes and colors – traditional, gay, mixed
culture, single parent family, two or more generations; and other.
We invited everyone to share some of their family with the
community through pictures, family tree, stories, family heirlooms
or art. With the pandemic raging, we knew that the museum may
not be open to the public, so we decided to stage some of the exhibit
in store fronts. You will be able to see parts of the exhibit while you
stroll through downtown.

Our exhibit theme is Celebrating Family. It will include local
families, some of the first black families in Petaluma, famous black
families and a trivia area to see if you can guess the name of the
black sitcom.

If the museum is not open to the public we will have a video of the
exhibit to show on the museum website. Other activities are being
planned for our Black History celebration; additional information
will be available as we get closer to the opening date of January 29,
2021. Petaluma Museum Association

20 Fourth St.
Petaluma, CA 94952

Local photographer, Paige Green, offered to take photos of Petaluma
families during the month of December as part of the Black History
Month Exhibit.  The family pictured above is the Reynolds family.
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As we move into 2021,
much has changed at your
museum, but its essence

remains unchanged.

The subject of my last few letters has been the
power and importance of the museum going digital.
I’ve touted the advantages and I’ve repeatedly
asked for your support to fund our work. Your
generosity along with our efforts continue to reap
benefits. Right now, you can virtually visit our
current Suffrage Exhibit and purchase books by
local authors in our online gift shop. Once we are
open you will be able to schedule your visit while
keeping our capacity within county guidelines.You’ll
be able to access additional exhibit information  using
a smartphone to avoid touching shared surfaces, and
you’ll  have access to recorded talks that before
would have involved gathering around a docent.

I know that using smartphones and computers
brings anxiety to some and the excitement of
discovery to others. Indeed, many of us forage for
information the way other species forage for food!
We are often stymied by an intolerance to feeling
bored or by the simple act of stopping. Add to that
the anxiety of FOMO — the fear of missing out —
and we can keep ourselves very busy! In fact
boredom has almost been driven to extinction  by
technology and its enabling of access to
information  and entertainment.

I seem to have an innate drive to constantly seek
out information, and then assemble it into
narratives and stories to tell myself. It’s a full-time
job!

It’s during this season of natural and imposed
lockdowns when nature turns inward that I want to
encourage us to be more comfortable with that
feeling of boredom and stillness. It’s not going to
hurt us, but it may restore us. It reminds me how
a little bit of hunger can sharpen the senses and
allow a greater appreciation of our next tasty meal.

One way I quiet the mind is spending time in
nature, it can be both a refreshing experience  and
chance to practice being quiet. One way I focus is
to change my surroundings. Most of us have
experienced  the value of taking  a work project to
the local coffee shop and how it can spur creativity.

Spaces, whether inside or out have the power to
influence and inspire us, and to change our point
of view.That was my thought the first time I entered
our former Carnegie Library, and no matter how
often I return, the effect remains.

In fact, I have a term for it: “Museum Time.” It’s a
time to open the mind and let it find its way to new
discoveries or to nowhere at all. It’s often  not what
new thoughts I have but the dissolution of my
current thoughts that I value.

A visit to our museum can be an opportunity to
practice the art of sustained attention or “single
tasking.” It can also be a time to allow the mind to
quiet and rest in the familiarity of our shared past.
Back to a time when, as museum member and
author Frances Rivetti recounts in her book, Fog
Valley Winter*: “Wild and earthy, a largely untamed
Fog Valley in winter . . .When nights are long and
days are short, the urge to batten down the
hatches and isolate until spring keeps the crowds
at bay. A magical time to roam . . .”

Once the museum reopens, our new systems will
help keep you safe during your visits, and help you
relax. Then, if you like, I encourage you to leave
that phone in your pocket and lose yourself among
the artifacts of simpler times and be carried along
by the stillness of this magnificent space. You’re
among friends.

*Speaking of which, we invite you to relax and
enjoy as Frances reads excerpts from her book
Fog Valley Winter.
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Message from the President  

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2021



4

SAMUEL CASSIDAY WAS born
in Ohio in 1830. The fourth
of 13 children, he attended

school in a log cabin and worked
his parents’ farm until age 17,
when he apprenticed to learn the
print trade. But Sam was lured
away from printing by the
discovery of gold in California. He
rode overland to the town
of Rough and Ready,
Nevada, in 1850 and
worked the mines there
for four years, becoming
mildly successful. He
then brought his gold to
Sonoma County to farm
the verdant Petaluma
Valley, until he was able
to purchase a share in
The Petaluma Argus
newspaper in 1861. By
1865, by then age 35, Sam
Cassiday had become sole
editor/publisher of the Argus. It
was a license for him to emote.

Sam ran the Argus with a heavy
hand and it was said of him, that

he “had untiring devotion to the
literary profession” and also that
“his analysis of disputed matters
is keen. He did not suffer fools
lightly and was a man of strong
opinions.” These were Civil War
days in America, and Cassiday
was a staunch Republican, a sup-
porter of Abraham Lincoln, and
rabidly anti-slavery. His opinions
helped push Petaluma into the
Lincoln camp, but the editor of
the Santa Rosa Democrat,
Thomas Thompson, was a
Southern Democrat transplant
whose caustic rants about Re-
publicans were so ardent that he
actually was responsible for
Sonoma County being the only
county in the State of California
to vote Democratic, both in 1860
and in ’64. (It was said that his

paper had been financed with
Confederate money). This abra-
sion evolved into an absolutely
wonderful duel of diatribe be-
tween the two papers. (Fun!).

Sam Cassiday accused the San-
ta Rosa Democrat of “being on
the edge of treason.” Thompson
defended, by stating that his pa-
per “was as full of treason as a
chestnut was, of meat.” There
were many back-and-forth charg-
es flung over the war years, but
when Thompson said he was
“only trying to expose the rotten-
ness of the Republican Party”
and that the Argus had “printed
some disgusting details” and
that “fanaticism is yet on the
rampage. Cassiday don’t know
which end is balanced.” Well,
Sam Cassiday replied that those
comments were so much
“Senseless Twaddle!” (That
quote has become Penngrove
historian Chuck Lucas’ very fa-
vorite literary comment).

But then, soon after
Abraham Lincoln’s
assassination, things
got really nasty be-
tween the two men
and the two towns.
Sam Cassiday‘s com-
ment that Thompson
was a (ready for this?)
“brazen-faced, hypo-
critical treason-breath-
ing tool of Jeff Davis,“ so

inflamed his Petaluma readers that
our incredibly astute, well-pre-
pared, tough and ominous Peta-
luma Militia (I’m exaggerating a
shade here) saddled-up in April
of 1865 and galloped off to San-
ta Rosa with the goal of (at

THE IRASCIBLE SAM CASSIDAY

                                 Petaluma History & Commentary
by Skip Sommer, Historian

Petaluma ca. 1868
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least) burning down the news-
paper office and “Gittin' that cop-
perhead, Thompson!” The Civil
War, it seems, was still smolder-
ing in Sonoma County.

Fact is the boys were
riding that day over
dusty, dry Stony Point
Road, and well . . . there
was the Washoe House,
with cold beer by the
keg. And, yes, you
guessed it: the “Army”
stopped for beer.

It wasn’t the first time that temp-
tation had caused an army to
lose its will. And, gee, a hang-
over is better than getting shot,
right? I’m guessing it was just a
buncha fun-lovin’ guys with their
uniforms and their guns and
hosses, out for a Sunday hoot.
They never got to Santa Rosa
that day, but the event has, for-
ever, been labeled The Battle of
Washoe House!

However, our Sam Cassiday
story doesn’t end there. Sam
still had farming in his blood and
when, in 1869 he was shown the
opportunity to lease 11,000
acres near Salinas in Monterey
County, he sold the Argus to
Henry Westin, and took the
gamble to raise sheep. Sam had
married Cynthia Denman of the
very influential Denman family
of Petaluma and the Denmans
had made major money farming
in Two Rock and so (Sam
opined) it may be a better occu
pation than the newspaper
grind. Could it have been the

influence of his brother-in-law
Ezekial Denman, that pushed
him into leaving Petaluma and
his literary trade? We’ll not know
that. But, while in Salinas twid-
dling his fingers, Sam Cassiday
passed the bar exam and be-
came a lawyer! All this, while
writing his History of Sonoma
County, to be published in 1889.

Well, the sheep raising/attorney
gigs lasted exactly 10 years and
Sam and his family returned to
Petaluma in 1879 to once again
take the reins of the Argus. It is
unknown if the feud with Tom
Thompson was any factor in
Sam’s hiatus to Monterey Coun-
ty, or where Thompson was by
Sam’s 1879 return, but the liter-
ary bug bites deep and Sam
Cassiday had found that sheep
weren’t really all that engaging.

Also in 1879, the nation, saw the
opening of both Madison
Square Garden and the New
York Stock Exchange on Broad
Street, Thomas Edison debuted
something he would call the
“light bulb,” milk was sold in
glass bottles for the first time
and ominously, in the southern

states, the Ku Klux Klan was
gaining strength. And it was in
1879 that newspaper reporter
Henry Stanley left for the Congo
to meet-up therein with Dr. Liv-
ingstone (he “presumed”). Other
interesting names in the news
included: Mary Baker Eddy, Jo-
hannes Brahms, “Doc” Holliday,
Henrik Ibsen and Wild Bill Hick-
ok.

Samuel Cassiday, Esquire, was
mysteriously not given credit for
writing his book. In fact, he was
not even paid for the effort and
only one page of The History of
Sonoma County 1889 (737 pag-
es) even mentioned his name!
Cassiday had become steeled
to misfortune, but this was too
big a blow and caused “his de-
clining years to be embittered.”
Sam died in 1904 and the pall-
bearers at his Petaluma funeral
included such local names as
E.S. Lippitt, C. Poehlmann and
Charles Dillon. Sam is buried in
his family plot in Petaluma’s Cy-
press Hill Cemetery.■
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Washoe House ca. 1868
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THE THOUGHT BEHIND the acronym had been
around for some time before it formally
appeared in a couple of 1980 publications.

The idea may have begun as far back as the early
development of towns when there were no or few
zoning laws addressing the mix of business with
residences. As towns evolved, so did ordinances,
but what to do with an established business now
located among residences? In many cases the
business was allowed to continue until it closed.

Petaluma had numerous businesses in neighbor-
hoods from as early as 1870 and some continue
to this day including Mario and John’s bar, Fair-
west Grocery, and Ray’s Deli.

Many were neighborhood mom and pop grocery
stores both a necessity and convenience before
larger stores such as Safeway and Purity came to
Petaluma. However, there were businesses, now
long forgotten, which probably would have evoked
NIMBY, and rightfully so.

There are about 10 such businesses which will
comprise a series of newsletter articles. Not many
photos are available so Sanborn maps will be
used to identify the locations; you can find them at
the Petaluma Historical Library & Museum and the
History Room at the Petaluma Library. The San-
born Company began producing fire maps for
cities and towns in 1867 providing information

critical to fire insurance underwriters and today
useful for researchers. The size, building material,
and occupancy of the building and adjacent build-
ings enabled the underwriter to evaluate the
chance of fire and its effects. Sometimes the
name of the business was included.

A slice of the 1910 Sanborn map at Western
Avenue and Kentucky Street shows businesses
along with the following expanded occupancy ab-
breviations:

Rest (Restaurant)
Clo (Clothing)
GFG (Gentleman’s Fine Goods)
Off (Office
Sal (Saloon)
D (Dwelling)
Gro (Grocery)
S (Store)
The large X symbol is a stable or barn.

Most of these businesses were located in one
neighborhood starting at Bodega Avenue and
Baker Street proceeding south along Baker Street
and Upham Street and ending on English Street.
Along this corridor were hatcheries, breweries,
gas station, soda and bottling works, nursery,
second-hand store, and a creamery.

Not in My Back Yard (NIMBY)
by Terry Park
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The creamery, of course, is the Petaluma
Cooperative Creamery, created in 1913;
the city allowed them to build on an emp-
ty half block. Over time the need to ex-
pand resulted in the purchase and
demolition of five of the seven dwellings
on the block along with the Seven Day
Adventist Church. I believe the creamery
owns the remaining two dwellings.

Up until the creamery began to pick up
milk in tank trucks at the dairy farm the
neighborhood did not need an alarm
clock: the milk arrived in flat bed trucks
and a crew of men armed with hammers
struck each milk can lid a couple of times
to loosen, creating a non-stop cacophony
of sound. I am sure neither the city nor
the neighbors foresaw this.

Petaluma Cooperative Creamery, 1949

DURING THE 75 years of Spanish and Mexican
California rule, some 250 species of plants
were introduced, but over the next 55 years,

up to 1900, over 9,000 species and varieties of fruit,
cereals, forage, weeds, and ornamentals were
introduced. It was largely the nurseryman who
brought in this flood of plants,
and Petaluma’s easy
steamboat connection to San
Francisco insured that it early
shared in the bonanza of new
plants.

Petaluma had a number of
early nurserymen; however,
some resided out of town,
including William Sexton on
Eastman Lane, J.L. Mock on
Skillman Lane, and William
Howard Pepper on Pepper
Lane. Pepper did have a tree
depot and nursery on the
commercial corner of
Washington and Liberty Street on which he built

Pepper Kindergarten in 1893, which resided there
until about 1959. In 1962 Redwood Empire
Savings and Loan occupied the lot.

Wilhelm (William) A. Reinholdt, born in Germa-
ny in 1854, came to America in 1879 during the
time of social, economic, and political upheaval in

the newly unified Germany.
In 1887 he established the D
Street Nursery (today the 826
D Street residence between
Eighth Street and Brown
Court). By 1905 he moved
the business to 605 Petaluma
Boulevard North (today
Northbay Kitchen and Bath)
and in 1908 sold it to Henry
Schnabel of San Francisco.
Reinholdt worked in nurser-
ies since he was fifteen and
before he arrived in Petaluma
had worked at nurseries in San
Francisco and Oakland. His

inventory included  fruit trees, berry bushes, flow-
ers, and the rarest shrubs and exotics known to

Residence and Nursery of W.A. Reinholdt, D St
(1897 Illustrated Atlas of Sonoma County)

The Eucalyptus Wizard
First in a series about neighborhood businesses by Terry Park

(Con’t page 8)
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foreign climes. He was known for reliability, integ-
rity, and for correct labeling.

He raised and shipped thousands of Monterey
cypress trees and eucalyptus, but the title of “Eu-
calyptus Wizard” belonged to William Abdire
Stratton.

William Stratton, a native of New York state,
arrived in Petaluma in 1864 and established one
of the earliest Petaluma nurseries in 1870. On his

nearly two-acre lot he created an elaborate sys-
tem of hothouses, greenhouses, experimental
beds, and growing trees, plants, and shrubs. He is
credited with producing the first eucalyptus trees
in northern California and also some of the first
cypress trees in California. He believed the euca-
lyptus tree could be the answer to the disappear-
ing hardwood. It has the strength and toughness
of hickory and is adopted to all purpose of furni-
ture and cabinet work. In 10 years, it can grow to
125 feet and 20 inches in diameter; one acre
could support 600 trees. By 1875 he advertised
having 500,000 seedlings for sale and over the
years sold millions with sales to all parts of the
world. He was a known authority, gave lectures,
and perhaps he and Jack London, a noted advo-
cate of the tree, had discussions and perhaps
some sales took place.

Stratton maintained the nursery until he died at
the age of 90 in 1926 and was noted as “the
Burbank of Petaluma” in reference to Luther Bur-
bank of Santa Rosa fame whose first job in Sono-
ma County was working for Stratton. Stratton was
active in the community and became president of

The Eucalyptus Wizard…..from page 7

D St. Nursery of W.A. Reinholdt
(1897 Illustrated Atlas of Sonoma County)

Sanborn map of D St Nursery

1910 Sanborn map of Stratton Nursery
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the board of trustees (mayor) in 1897. He also
recorded rainfall and temperatures and noted
trends for the town. He was laid to rest in Cypress
Hill Cemetery where he planted some of the first
trees and scrubs.

Some species of eucalyptus trees can live to be
250 years so many of Stratton’s seedlings could
still be present today in Sonoma County.

Also in this neighborhood, M.F. Tunzi, a success-
ful dairy rancher east of town, purchased the
property in 1927 and created 12 building lots on
which 12 stucco bungalows would be built with
matching garage facing the new street named

Tunzi Parkway. Tunzi Parkway connected Upham
and Baker Streets and also cut in half the longest
block in town, Bodega Avenue to Stanley Street,
which the city had unsuccessfully tried in the past.
The paper notes a beautiful park, 6 x 60 feet, with
a light on each end at the center of the drive. An
artistic goldfish pond and fountain which was
planned to always be in operation occupied the
center. Regretfully the park today does not include
the pond or fountain.■

*This series will continue in our next issue when we
learn about a little-known hatchery right next to Strat-
ton Nursery.
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The Eucalyptus Wizard…..from page 8

In July of 2020, the Petaluma Museum Association submitted an application for a grant under the COVID-

19 Arts Relief Grant for Organizations. The museum qualified for this grant as a Sonoma County-based

nonprofit arts organization and in November was awarded $3000.00.

The COVID-19 Arts Relief Grant for Organizations (CARGO) Program had been established as a

partnership between the Community Foundation Sonoma County and Creative Sonoma, to provide relief to

Sonoma County creative organizations that sustained economic losses due to COVID-19 and the resulting

business and community health restrictions. The purpose of the grant was to help sustain Sonoma County’s

creative organizations through the challenge we are facing in order to continue serving as a source of

community cohesion and inspiration as we navigate our new, shared future.

Through this grant, the museum has been able to update our website, bring our museum store online, train

board members and staff on social media and fundraising, purchase much needed hand sanitizer for the

museum and purchase equipment for audio services for our visitors.

We owe a huge thank you to Creative Sonoma for selecting the PMA as a recipient of the grant and look

forward to sharing all we’ve been able to do with our membership.

CREATIVE RELIEF GRANT for Organizations (CARGO)
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 Solange Russek
PMA Collection Manager
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Many PMA alumni might remember the “Weather Journals of Dora Peterson” that were donated back in the 1980s. These
journals were stored in bins and sent to the offsite storage for safe-keeping.

Last year, as Collections volunteers were performing inventories of our ledgers and journals, Dora’s five journals surfaced!
We brought them back to the Museum to scan at high resolution. Our team of transcribers went to work to type out all
of the entries as they were written. We thank Betty Soldate and Barbara Russell-Cambra for spending time helping the
PMA plow our 19th century collections into the 21st century!

Dora was born in 1865 and attended Wilson School off Bodega Highway. Dora earned good marks for her writing at the
age of five. Her family ran a small farm where she grew up, and she eventually took over when her father died in 1904.
Dora wrote practically every day, noting the weather and activities from the morning, afternoon and into the evening.
Her journals ranged from 1886 to 1929. She died in 1931.

It is rare to have such comprehensive writings chronicling farm life in Petaluma, especially by a woman who recorded
more than 20 years of her life on the farm. Dora never married and eventually transferred the property to a cousin in
1929. We are sharing a few pages from her 1886 journal.

Collections Highlight: The Dora Peterson Weather Journals 1886-1929

Dora Peterson Weather Journal—1886
Partial transcription on following page
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1886
The state of the weather and a few important and
unimportant events and facts.

MARCH:

We had a very heavy hail storm in 2ⁿd of March,
snow on the mountains.

26 Friday —  A very pleasant day, nearly finished

cleaning house, no wind to speak of, no clouds, no

fog.

27 Saturday— A lovely day, very little wind.

Finished cleaning house all to the _____

29 Monday — Yesterday was a very warm day,

went to the Union Meeting at the theater.  This

morning was foggy, cleared  off at 10, very

pleasant since, very little wind.

_______ gooseberries and _______ this afternoon

and washed this morning.

30 Tuesday — Cloudy all day with a little wind this

afternoon.

31 Wednesday — Last night it rained, cloudy all

day beginning to rain this morning.

APRIL:

1  Thursday — Cloudy all day with a few showers,

the clouds have cleared away this morning; it is

quite windy and cold.

2  Friday — Cloudy and windy.  Annie and I went to

the schoolhouse  this afternoon exercises very

interesting.

5  Monday —Yesterday was very pleasant,

Minnie, Fred and I went to church. Today it was

cloudy all day with a little wind.  Finished

_________ the  gooseberries.  It was pleasant on

Saturday.  Papa took the honey from the bee

hive in the afternoon.

7  Wednesday — Yesterday was rainy and windy.

Today it is quite windy, the sky is not clear yet,

Momma is spending the day with Minnie.

8  Thursday — A cloudy day, very calm and mild.

9  Friday — this morning it was stormy and this

afternoon it has rained steady.

12 Monday — it was not pleasant yesterday, so

we did not go to church.  Fred and I went up to

Minnie’s  in the afternoon.  This morning it began

to rain again and is cloudy still.

15 Wednesday Thursday — It is raining still.

Yesterday it was dry and we dried our clothes

yesterday morning.  There was snow on Mt St

Helena.

16  Friday — Rained all day, very disagreeable

weather, unusually long rain for this time of the

year.

17 Saturday — It was clear all day but very

windy Lottie _______  was here this afternoon.

18 Sunday — Clear and windy, went to church.

21 Wednesday — This morning was a little foggy

but has cleared off again.  Monday and Tuesday

were lovely days, very warm.
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Petaluma in Vintage Postcards by Alice van Ommeren and K.C. Greaney

Incorporated in 1858, Petaluma rapidly became a thriving commercial and major
transportation center. This carefully curated selection of vintage postcards illustrates
Petaluma’s identity and pride as it grew from a strategic port location provisioning
San Francisco during the Gold Rush to an agricultural and manufacturing town in
the late 1800s. After the turn of the 20th century, Petaluma focused on the poultry
industry and proclaimed itself “The World’s Egg Basket.” The cast-iron storefronts
and iconic buildings, such as the Carnegie Library, post office, and silk mill, are
some of the impressive landmarks constructed during the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Images of a busy waterfront with a bustling downtown surrounded by Victorian
homes, beautiful churches, and public parks demonstrate the town’s development
and prosperity.

The museum gift shop offers a selection of books and past memorabilia. Our current online
selection is limited but is set to expand in the future. We offer shipping anywhere within
continental United States.  Due to the stay at home order only online purchases are available at
this time.  Visit our online gift shop at https://www.petalumamuseum.com/gift-shop/

Petaluma Wetlands Field Guide

An exclusive Petaluma Wetlands Alliance publication, the field guide is spiral-
bound, and at 5.5” x 8.5”, can easily slip into an oversized pocket or your
backpack, the perfect companion for your camera and binoculars on hiking and
birding adventures. Durable and colorful, it describes what the Petaluma Wetlands
look like, where they are located—including useful maps—and size, geology,
climate, and ecology. You will find a brief history of the area, its park and public
trail systems, and this informative field guide also explains the vital role of
sedimentation in the wetlands and marshes that make up the Petaluma Wetlands.

History of Petaluma - A California River Town by Adair Lara

A history of the town of Petaluma, California from its beginnings in 1852 through
meteoric reinvention of itself as the egg wonder of the world in the 1920s.
Historical photos and amazing stories, plus a walking tour of the downtown. This
is considered to be the most authoritative narrative of Petaluma’s story, and a
must-have for local history buffs.

https://www.petalumamuseum.com/gift-shop/
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Alexander J. “Zan” Stark (1889-1967)
“Public Library - Petaluma Calif.”

Real photo postcard #738, March 1941

You have made the Petaluma Museum a part of your life.
Now, we hope you will consider making the Petaluma

Museum Association a part of your lasting legacy by leaving
a gift in your will or trust.

Your bequest will ensure that the PMA remains a vibrant organization
that welcomes our community in the historic Carnegie Library Building
and passes down our history to the next generation of Petalumans.
To make the PMA a part of your estate plans, contact your financial
planner. To find out more about how your will or trust might sustain our
educational mission, contact Clint Gilbert, PMA Board President, at
clint@petalumamuseum.com

New rules for charitable deductions: The renewed COVID Relief bill continues to allow

folks who do not itemize deductions to deduct up to $300 (single/joint filers) and $250

(married filing separately) in 2021. As well, folks who do not itemize can deduct up to

$300 (single/join filers), and $250 (married filing separately). Those who do itemize can

deduct contributions up to 100% of their gross income (previous limit was 60%). . A

qualified charitable contribution is a charitable contribution (i) made in cash, (ii) for which

a charitable contribution deduction is otherwise allowed, and (iii) that is made to certain

publicly supported charities. The PMA is a qualified publicly supported charity. Our

Federal Tax ID is #94-2826729. Please consult your tax advisor.

Help the museum and reduce your taxes!

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2021
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Thank you to our 2020 Annual Appeal Donors
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Acquesta Family

John & Pam Agnew

Catherine Alden

Lewis & Janet Baer

Kathy Barron-Fries

George & Karen Baur

Christine Bennett

Kathleen & Bob Billings

Dan Brown & Lisle Lee / in

 memory of Barbara Harden

Ruth Browning & Karl Scheuermann

Steve & Linda Buffo

Dennis & Carolyn Buss

Bonnie Carpenter

Andy & Helga Christiansen

Codding Foundation

Stephen Collins

Carol Cook

Clark & Susan Coolidge

Steve & Debbie Countouriotis

Charles Craig

Jeanne DeLucca

Maria do Ceu & Madeleine Clare

Pat Donegan

Ted Feldman

Alice & Donald Forsyth

Marvel Gardner

Angel Garganta & Michael Schwarz

Kay Hardy

Kate Hawker

Carole Hyman & Peter Taines

Gary & Lynn Imm

Stephan & Susan Jensen / in

 memory of  Carl E. Jensen

Ken Jorgensen

Diane Judd & Ron Krempetz

Susan Powers Kane

Steve & Karen Kemmerle / in

 memory of Rama

Terry & Alena Kosewic

Daniel Krieg

Jack Krout / in memory

of Verna Brackman Krout

Elizabeth Lazaroff

Catherine Lehmann

Rose Li

Sid & Gerry Lipton

Dan & Laurie Lutz / in memory

of Jim & Norma Lutz

Gary Lyman

Theresa & Peter Mahoney

William & Vicki McDill

Linda Moretti

Tim & Lori Nelson

Bente Niles / in memory

of Harold Niles

Eric Norstad

Sarah Nugent / in honor

of Ken Nugent

Dustin & Lara O'Brien

Dale O’Connor

Jim & Julianne O'Keefe

Diane & Christopher Olson

Rick & Janet Parmer

Donald  Patterson

Brenda Paupst

Steven Peterson & Peter Jaret

Jeff Pintar

Lawrence Reed

Susan Repke-Rice

Tim & Deborah Riddle

Gloria Robinson

Adrienne & Martin "Buzz" Rodgers

Jerrene & Raymond Rogers

Barbara Russell-Cambra

Gayle Sarlatte

David & Rita Schaefer

John Sheehy / in memory

of Linda Henris

Michael & Lauren Slade

Kaye Stack

Mary Stelzner

Sherry Stern

Loretta Stoddard

James & Patricia Swan

Theresa Toombs

Dan & Carolyn Torliatt / in memory

 of Leo Ghirardelli

Royce & Carolee Van Bebber

Larry & Jan Vannucci

Ralph & Jennifer Wedge

Carol Weisker

Elizabeth Young

Scott & Meredith Young



NEW MEMBERS
Jason Beatty, Ellen Bowen, Bruce Foster, Jenny Howard, Jennife Laport, Lauriann Lucchesi
Sarah Rainey, Marjorie Turrel

RENEWALS
Pamela Aares & Bruce Bochte, John & Pam Agnew, Catherine Alden, Dave Alden, Bill Allen, Dennis Andersen, Madeline
& Daniel Backman, Kimberlee Barcewski, Penny Bayless, Christine Bennett, Ann Bertucci, Gerald Besses, Steve
Bosshard & Carolyn Carswell, Faye Bourret, Jon & Vina Breyfogle, Jean Brian, Dan Brown, Lyndi Brown, Linda Buffo,
Lynn Camhi, James & Patricia Carr, Nino & Elaine Cerruti, Kathy & Dennis Chambers, Clark & Susan Coolidge, Tom &
Linda Corbett, Gail & Gordon Cox, Patricia Cullinan, David Davies, Judy Davis, Don & Sue Deal, Peter deKramer
Pat Donegan, Christina Dumlao, Sue Edwards, John & Libby FitzGerald, Dan Fix, Sarah Fleming, Paul Freund & Paul
Heavenridge, Vivienne Frost. Sandra & Ken Garber, Joanne Goebel, Kathleen Greaney & Alice Van Ommeren, Marvin
Hanson, Kate Hawker, Colleen & David Heaney, Christie Heller, Cindy Hendrix, Tina Hittenberger, Barb Holleran, Carole
Hyman & Peter Taines, Alan Jaroslovsky, Susan Powers Kane, Ray Hendess & Rory Keller, Kathleen Ketron, Thom
Knudson, Eileen & Ben Kutnick, Karen Howard, Jane Jernigan, Charlotte Johnson, Jim Johnson, Douglas & Linda Karr
Ronald Kinkaid, Susan Kraemer, Kathy Larsen, Amy & Joe Levine, Lee Lipinski, Steven Lovejoy, Hector & Nadine
Luevano, Gary Lyman, Rebecca Hawk Lynch, Peter & Theresa Mahoney, Leslie & Dave Malloy, Gary Martz, Dolores Frey
McCloud, Garnet McClure, Margo McDowell, Brian Mealins & Cynthia Renfrew, Patricia Menadier, Diane Mickelson, Kathy
Nagel, Len Nelson, Ann Nisson, Ken & Charlene Nugent, Dale O’Connor, Diane & Christopher Olson, Ernest Ongaro,
Doris Pareas, Terry Park, Patty & Frank Paula, Evelyn Pedroni, Jeff Pintar, Jerry Pozo, William & Vicki McDill, Claire Pass,
Al & Marret Poehlmann, John & Judy Praetzel, Greg Ramos, Gerald Reinartz & Nancy Walker, Valerie & Greg Reisinger,
Barry & Ellen Richter, Timo & Frances Rivetti, Susan Repke-Rice, Jared Reser, William Reser, Janet Rodd, Rich & Susan
Rodkin. Adrienne & Martin “Buzz” Rogers, Faith Ross, Solange Russek, Barbara Russell-Cambra, Kathy Schmidt, Vreni
Schnirman, Pat Skinner, John Sheehy, Catherine & Alvin Spector. Linda & Randon States, Vera Steinfels, Virginia
Stevens-Johnson, Loretta Stoddard, Eric & Mary Ann Swanson, Tim & Janet Talamantes, Karen Tamborski, Suzanne &
Alex Tanalski, Margaret Tepper, Lynda Thompson, Binky & Barry Thorsson, Carolyn Torliatt, Lee & Marj Torliatt
Elizabeth Ward , Roger & Eileen Weeks, Marshall West, Peter & Mary Ann Williams, Jack Withington, Nancy Wolf,
Bill Wolpert, Elizabeth Young

DONATIONS
Steve Bosshard & Carolyn Carswell, Shirley Blum, Dan Brown, Lyndi Brown, Karl Bundesen / in memory of Herbert
& Barbara Bundesen, James & Patricia Carr, Don & Sue Deal, Sarah Fleming , Sue & Ken Gertz, Marsha Hansen,
Marvin Hanson, Ray Hendess, Charlotte Johnson, , William & Denise Kane, Susan Kraemer, Sean Lanham, Kathy
Larsen, Catherine Lehmann, Garnet McClure, Ann Nisson, Patty & Frank Paula, John & Judy Praetzel, Valerie &
Greg Reisinger, Emily Roeder, David & Rita Schaefer, Kathy Schmidt , Michael & Lauren Slade, Sandy Soldate / in
memory of Linda Henris, Beverly Stumbaugh / in memory of Linda Henris, Virginia Stevens-Johnson, Laverne Stout /
in memory of Laverne Noble, Mary Tilbury, Carolyn Torliatt
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LIFE MEMBERS
Linda Adams & Ken Larson, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Ashman, Bacchus Real Estate, Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay,Teresa Barrett, Ron
Bausman & Art Wagner, Sherri Brungart, Jim Becker, David Best & Margaret Roth,  Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld, Walter & Marilyn
Bragdon, Tom & Kathy Brandal, Virginia Breedlove, Sherri Brungart,  Paul Canorro & Kelly Collins, Joseph & Carol Castillo, Susan
Morvay Chappell, Codding Foundation, Clark & Susan Coolidge, James and Liz Cohee, Steve & Judy Collins, Jim & Lori Cornaggia,
John Cota, Judy Curtis,  Angela E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa DeCaro & Family, Dennis & Charlene Deen, Marvin & Shirley Dolowitz,
Karen & James Ely,  June Ferguson, Bonna & George Flynn,  C. Michael Forrest,  Alice & Donald Forsyth, Jim & Kris Foster, Terry
Fraser, Paula Freund & Paul Heavenridge, Kathy & Richard Fries & Family, George & Margaret Gambonini & Family, Marvel Gardner,
Cheryl & Derlin German, Marie Isabel Girolo, Robert Girolo, Alexa Glockner, Ken & Annette Goltermann Family,  Margaret Gossett,
Kathy Greene, Connie Hammerman, Matt & Ginny Hautau, Mike & Beth Healy, Toby & Pat Herfindal, Ann Hobrecht, Miriam
Hodge,Timothy & Marianne Hurley, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Helen Issel, Toby Kaehler, William & Denise Kane, Roanne &
Davis Kaplow, Steve & Karen Kemmerle, Lucy Kortum, Terry Kosewic, Daniel Krieg, Jack & Verna Krout, Kathleen LaRusso, David
& Mary Lee, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, Catherine Lehmann, Michael Lennon, Paul & Marlene Lewis,  Blanch Lieb, Sid & Gerry Lipton,
Connie Brandner Loughary, Colleen Mahoney, Theresa & Peter Mahoney, Amy Malaise & Gary Fusco, Peter Masi/Master Cleaners,
Evelyn Matteri, Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw, Shirley B. McDonald, Mc Dowell Drug Task Force,  James & Sue Mc Isaac, Keith
& Debbie McNeil, Robert & Virginia Merwin,  Max Mickelsen, Flora Mickles, Pierre & Sonja Miremont, Montoya & Associates, Ann
Moreno,  Tim & Lori Nelson, Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton, Dustin O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Michael Orton, Ross Parkerson,
John & Karen Perlis, Edward Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson, Charles & Mary Pheil, Russel Pleech,  James Power Millwork,
Lawrence Reed, Dan & Ann Reed, Ed & Bernadette Ricci, Tim & Deborah Riddle, Katherine & William Rinehart, Walter & Emily
Roeder, Rotary Club of Petaluma, Jerry & Mary-dee Roy, Gloria Salick, Warren & Susie Salmons, Nancy Sasser, Kit & Steve Schlich,
Richard & Lucille Sharke, Jeff Smith & Alicia Wallace, Nicole & Dave Snider, Skip Sommer, Springfield Place, Kaye Stack, Clarice
Stasz, Thomas & Mary Stelzner, Elaine & Christopher Stevick,  Barbara Tornberg, Evan Williams & Elizabeth Tyree, UBS Financial
Services, Gene & Lenore Urbain, Larry & Jan Vannucci, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 563, Susan Villa & Family, Volpi’s
Italian Market, Michael & Elaine Von der Porten, Mary Renner & Linda Vourlogianes, Marcie Waldron, Ruth Walker, Olga Walker,
Judy Walters, Jan Widdowson, Lauren Williams, Sarah Young, Scott & Meredith Young, Nick Zaillian, Ruth Zveinieks

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2021



If you prefer, you can join online at petalumamuseum.com, or call 707-778-4398

FAMILY / DUAL $70
All Basic Benefits, PLUS:

•Extension of Basic Benefits to an additional adult
& children in the same household up to age 17

•Two personalized membership cards

RECIPROCAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES - “Museum Goer” Benefit
If you join the PMA at the Supporter level ($125) or higher, you will receive free or discounted

admission to more than 600 museums in the U.S. Some of the top Bay Area participating museums are:
Asian Art Museum • Walt Disney Family Museum • de Young Museum • Legion of Honor

CA Historical Society Museum • Charles M. Schulz Museum • Sonoma County Museum

SUPPORTER $125
All Family / Dual Benefits, PLUS:
•Reciprocal Museum Membership Privileges

BUSINESS SPONSOR $150
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Your business card in the PMA newsletter

CORPORATE SPONSOR $1,000 +
All Benefactor Benefits, PLUS:
•Your corporation’s logo in the PMA newsletter

COMPANY SPONSOR $500
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Your company logo in the PMA newsletter

INDIVIDUAL $35
All Basic Benefits
($20 memberships are available in this category
to: Seniors, Educators, Students. Military is free)

PATRON $400
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Personalized exhibit tour for you and 10 guests
•Listing of your name on the Museum’s Donor Wall

BENEFACTOR $750 +
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Opportunity to be named the benefactor of a

temporary exhibit or annual program

BASIC BENEFITS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
•Discounted admission to temporary exhibits •Personalized membership card
(admission to the library & permanent exhibits is free to all) •10% off Museum store merchandise
•Reserved seating at the Butter & Egg Parade •10% off gift memberships
•Subscription to and acknowledgement in the PMA newsletter •Invitations to previews & receptions

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & CATEGORIES

YES! I want to join the PMA at the level of: Payment Options:
__________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

City/State: _________________________________

Zip: _____________ Phone: __________________

Email: ____________________________________ Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum

20 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952-3004

Please detach and return the portion below with your payment method.

All membership dues are valid for one year beginning the month of
enrollment and are tax deductible as provided by law.

  Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Petaluma Museum Association

  Charge $____________ to my
  Visa   MasterCard

Card #: ______________________________________

Expiration: _____/_____ 3-digit code: _______

Signature: ___________________________________
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Memories from the Photo Archives
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“We’re all in our places with bright shiny faces!”
School children waiting to come in for “Book Week”

Circa 1940s

“Looking for the fine print”
  Circa 1950s
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Become a
Business Sponsor,

Company Sponsor or
Corporate Sponsor and

enjoy the many benefits at
those membership levels

Business Sponsors will have their cards appear
in the newsletter four times a year.
Company or Corporate Sponsors  will have their
logo appear in the newsletter four times a year.

Support your local museum!

Join online at https://www.petalumamuseum.com/join/

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2021

www.petalumamuseum.com
www.petalumamuseum.com
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America’s Yesteryears
Exhibits, Research, Educational

Don Siemens
Historic & Clinical Ecology

P.O Box 248
Bodega Bay
CA, 94923

          (707) 364-1643
Dosiem@comcast.net
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Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum
20 Fourth St.
Petaluma, CA 94952
www.petalumamuseum.com
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PMA Issues a Call for Candidates
The Petaluma Museum Association, a dynamic group dedicated to preserving and celebrating
our city history, seeks qualified candidates for its board of directors for two-year terms.
Directors are expected to advance the financial stability, organization strength, and cultural
relevance of the PMA through active attendance at board and committee meetings and through
acting as PMA representatives in their other community activities.

The PMA is looking for potential board members with experience in:

• fundraising

• grant writing

• public relations / community outreach

• marketing / merchandising

• event and exhibit planning

• community-wide education

• architectural history

• a passion for Petaluma history

Deadline for applicants is March 15, 2021. Download an application from the PMA website
at www.petalumamuseum.com.

www.petalumamuseum.com

