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The Remarkable, Indispensable Lucy Kortum

by Kit Schlich, an officer of the PMA Board of Directors, with
assistance from historians Terry Park and Katherine J. Rinehart

Petaluma community — lost one of its finest historians and

one of its most delightful individuals when Lucy Kortum
left us last November at the age of 94. Lucy was the real
embodiment of how much one volunteer can contribute to the
greater good of a community.

THE PeETALUMA MusSeEuM Association — and the entire

Lucy’s contributions were large — from successfully nominating
the former Carnegie Library (now our very own Petaluma Histor-
ical Library & Museum) and the iconic Silk Mill (now a world-
class hotel) into the National Register of Historic Places — but
also included the modest but essential task of assisting all those
who had questions about Petaluma’s heritage. She spent many
years organizing disparate printed materials such as books,
business brochures and ledgers, newspaper clippings and box-
es of ephemera in the Hoppy Hopkins Research Library so that
future generations could access local history with greater ease.

In the Research Library, Lucy was a dependable fixture, a
constant, always busy sorting through historical materials and
answering inquiries on any and all aspects of local history. She
was serious about her work, but presented an ever-cheerful
demeanor, which made her a joy to be around. Fortunately, she
inspired others to pick up the reins to continue this valuable
work, and trained them to continue in her stead. If only we could
have downloaded all the historical wisdom in that brain . . .

A native Californian, Lucy graduated from Pomona College in
1950, moved to San Francisco and met her future husband, Bill
Kortum. After moving to Sonoma County, she and Bill became
a “power couple” in local environmental efforts, spearheading a
campaign to prevent a nuclear power plant from being built at
Bodega Head on the Sonoma Coast. Together they worked as
activists to preserve access to the California coastline, where
today one might hike the Kortum Trail because of their efforts.
All this while working and raising a family of three children!

While Bill served as a county supervisor, Lucy was content to
work from the sidelines, never drawing attention to herself. But
it was impossible to hide her achievements later in life. Lucy saw
environmentalism and historical preservation as related inter-
ests, and her work stands as a guide for future such efforts.

(con’t on page 4)
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Message from the President Debbie Countouriotis

I want to begin my message with a huge thank you to those who gave in response to our annual appeal letter. With
your heartfelt donations, we are able to continue the work of preserving Petaluma’s history through the exhibits we
present and events we host. Your generosity always amazes me and makes me proud to be the President of your museum.
My sincere thanks to all of you.

I also want to take a moment to recognize Lucy Kortum, who died peacefully on November 30, 2022, in her beautiful
home surrounded by her family. Lucy was a longtime member, volunteer and contributor to the Petaluma Historical
Library & Museum. The time, effort and energy she spent supporting the museum is a testament to who she was. She will
truly be missed by those who knew her. Read more about Lucy and her life in our newsletter.

Carrying on, or should I say, floating on, the rain we’ve needed and waited for has finally arrived, in abundance!
Fortunately for us, the museum has stood the test of time and with the repairs to our basement doors and windows, we
have been able to keep the water out. Our trees are still standing and the grass is getting greener.

The rain did put a bit of a damper on some of the new POY walks, but we have prevailed and they were rescheduled and
enjoyed by those who attended. Come to hear true tales of mysterious Petaluma, ghostly visitations, strange sightings,
dark crimes and deadly dealings that took place in our town years ago. There’s much more to hear about so be sure to
check the event page and sign up now.

Currently, we are preparing for our upcoming Black History Month exhibit “From Enslavement to the Path of
Freedom: The Power of Black Resistance”, Sponsored by the Petaluma Museum Association & Petaluma Blacks for
Community Development. Please check our website https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events/calendar-of-events/ and

https://pbed4us.com/black-history-month/black-history-2023/

Later in the year we will be hosting many other exciting exhibits to include the 100th year anniversary of the
Petaluma Rotary Club, the 50th year celebration of the film American Graffiti and the 150th year anniversary of Petaluma
High School. Please be sure to check https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events/calendar-of-events/ for detailed
information and while there, click on the links for other exciting news about your museum.

Finally, I am again reaching out to you, our members, to spread the word that we have an opening for a Treasurer and
a Member-at-Large for our board. Our board is a great group to work with and we would be delighted to have you or
someone you know join us! And, as I mentioned in our last newsletter, our Diversity/Equity/Inclusion committee has been
hard at work developing plans to bring our board and museum up to date on including those who have been neglected in
the story of Petaluma’s history. If you are interested in being a part of this committee, I encourage you to reach out to me
at dcountouriotis@petalumamuseum.com and I will put you in touch with this committee. We welcome all who would
like to join!

Stay warm and dry and hope to see you soon at the Petaluma Historical Library & Museum.


https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events/calendar-of-events/
https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events/calendar-of-events/
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Lucy Kortum...from page 2

Lucy’s Legacy

Interested in all aspects of city and
local history, Lucy held a special
place in her heart for architecture
and dedicated years of research to
protect many of our most significant
buildings.

Terry Park, who currently works in
the Research Library, enumerates
some of Lucy’s important contribu-
tions: “The early city ordinances
were in horrible shape, so Lucy and
Hoppy [Hopkins] participated with
city clerk Pat Bernard in 1985 to
catalogue the city ordinances from
1858 to 1894. The project took a
number of months, and the Re-
search Library received a copy of
the completed project.

“Lucy completed a National Regis-
ter of Historic Places Nomination
form for the Petaluma Silk Mill in
1984 and the Free Public Library of
Petaluma (1906-1976) in 1988, and
they were accepted. Both took ex-
tensive, detailed research by Lucy,
requiring 44 pages for the Silk Mill
and 52 pages for the Library. Both
submissions included history, ar-
chitectural features, snapshots of
the architects, remodels, and the
very positive impact on the Petalu-
ma community."

The importance of these projects
cannot be overstated. These two
buildings are essential Petaluma
landmarks, and are today fully en-
joyed by a grateful community.

Terry continues: “After the suc-
cessful nomination of Petaluma’s
Carnegie Library to the National
Register, Lucy took the next logical
step: a grant from the State Office
of Historic Preservation made it
possible for Lucy, with the help of
others, to successfully nominate
ten other California Carnegie Li-
braries to the National Register of
Historic Places in December 1990.
The scope of the project included
identifying all 144 California Carne-

gie Libraries, extant or not. Conse-
quently, any of the 87 remaining
libraries which meet criteria set
forth in the study may now (with
brief corroborative documentation
of their status as described in the
multiple  property  nomination)
achieve National Register designa-
tion.” Lucy created the template for
future Carnegie scholars!

Lucy subsequently submitted a
somewhat revised form of this
study as an investigative project for
her MA degree in History at Sono-
ma State University. Her masters
thesis was titled “Carnegie Library
Development in California and the
Architecture It Produced, 1899-
1921

Lucy was recognized by the Sono-
ma County Historical Society for
her achievements in historic pres-
ervation and research, by receiving
the Jeanne Thurlow Miller Individu-
al Award in 2005. In 2006 She was
honored to be chosen as Petalu-
ma’s “Good Egg” for her volunteer
work at the PHL&M.

We are so fortunate to have lived
and worked alongside her. When-
ever you pass the brass plaque
bearing the words “National Regis-
ter” just inside the entry doors of
our museum, think of Lucy Kortum,
and thank her.

! Memorial for Lucy will be on
I February 25 at 1 pm at Sally
i Tomatoes (1100 Valley House
i Drive, Rohnert Park)

For Lucy’s complete obituary, visit =
https://legcy.co/3Zgco1J

The Santa Rosa Press Democrat
also ran a feature article on

Lucy’s life and work.

URL: 3
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/a :
rticle/news/environmental-activist- =
historical-preservationist-lucy-
kortum-dies-at-94/

Personal Vignettes of Lucy

by Solange Russek, PHL&M
Collections Manager

When | decided that it was time to
volunteer in some capacity here in
the great city of Petaluma in 2011,
| did not realize what an incredible
situation | had | walked into.

In September of 2011, | had con-
tacted the museum to offer my ser-
vices as a volunteer in the
PHL&M’'s Hoppy Hopkin’s Re-
search Library. | had spoken with
Mary Rowe (of the PMA office) who
told me that “Lucy is interested in
organizing a large ledger collec-
tion” and would | be interested in
helping her? Would 1? Yes!

| gave Lucy my resume, hoping |
would meet the requirements for
working in a research library. Lucy
saw that my background was in the
National Park Service and
Conservation Corps. She saw that
| had also helped “Save Balboa
High School” in 1995 (I graduated
there in 1981) by establishing the
three buildings of the campus as a
city landmark.

Little did | realize the work Lucy had
completed with placing the PHL&M
and the Silk Mill on the National
Register of Historic Places. We
discovered we were kindred spirits!
And | had yet to learn who Lucy and
Bill Kortum were: two giants in the
early days of conservation and the
protection of the natural resources
of Sonoma County.

| quickly became engrossed in this
new work, going through each
ledger and becoming more and
more interested in the many
businesses and entities that were in
front of me. | guess | knew this was
the place for me!

The endless information that Lucy
retained was incredible, with
names, places and interesting an-
ecdotes that went with each story.
When a research request came in,


https://legcy.co/3Zgco1J
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/environmental-activist-historical-preservationist-lucy-kortum-dies-at-94/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/environmental-activist-historical-preservationist-lucy-kortum-dies-at-94/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/environmental-activist-historical-preservationist-lucy-kortum-dies-at-94/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/environmental-activist-historical-preservationist-lucy-kortum-dies-at-94/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/environmental-activist-historical-preservationist-lucy-kortum-dies-at-94/
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| found myself following her like a
puppy, watching her pull informa-
tion from this drawer to that file and
whatever she knew in her head.
Poetry in motion came to mind!

Lucy enthusiastically approved the
new project of digitizing and making
some of our collections available to
the public, thanks to grants from
California Revealed. One tape is of
Bill Kortum discussing his family
and the Donner Party! Copy and
paste this link to your browser
https://californiarevealed.org/island
ora/object/cavpp%3A34891

Last year Lucy sent me a note
thanking me for work | have been
doing in preserving Petaluma’s
history. “[It was] a good day when
you took the museum under your
wing.” Well, | feel that | have been
taken under Lucy’s awesome wing
the day | came here. | will keep
her vision of preservation and
conservation within me always!

| miss her dearly.

—Solange

from Katherine J. Rinehart, former
PMA president and local historian

| first met Lucy in the early 1990s
when | started research for my
historic resources survey of
Penngrove in the Petaluma Histo-
ry Room at the Library. At that time,
she was volunteering at the library
and the museum. Such a great
asset to both organizations!

| didn’t know her personally, but by
reputation. | was aware of her in-
volvement with the Petaluma Mu-
seum’s chicken house project — a
collection of interviews, memoirs,
and oral histories, and the person
responsible for getting Petaluma’s
former Carnegie Library and Silk
Mill listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

Lucy was so helpful and enthusias-
tic, suggesting people | should
speak with and recommending ref-
erence materials. Later we worked
together on arranging a full day of
activities for members of the North-
ern California Chapter of the Soci-
ety of Architectural Historians who
came to town in 1998. Lucy gave a

presentation on the history of the
Silk Mill and organized a private
tour for the group. It was the high-
light of the day and NCCSAH mem-
bers still talk about what a great
tour that was.

Because of Lucy, | agreed to write
Petaluma a History in Architecture.
She recommended me to an editor
with Arcadia Publishing. I'm so
thankful she did. Her encourage-
ment meant a lot to me. Through-
out the years, she helped me with
many research questions and proj-
ects and expanded my understand-
ing of our community’s history in
ways no books could.

I'll miss you, Lucy!

—Katherine

The PMA presents Lucy with a bound
book of her master thesis titled “Carne-
gie Library Development in California
and the Architecture It Produced,
1899-1921.”

N el L
Lucy’s birthday at the PMA : R
volunteer luncheon in August Volunteering at Heritage Home Tour
2011. 1998

P e 4

Lucy and John Benanti with plaque they
received from the PMA in recognition of
their work in the Research Library.
August, 2015

Receiving framed Proclamation
of Appreciation from California
State Library

Volunteering at the museum 1992


https://californiarevealed.org/islandora/object/cavpp%3A34891
https://californiarevealed.org/islandora/object/cavpp%3A34891
https://californiarevealed.org/islandora/object/cavpp%3A34891
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Petaluma History & Commentary

by Skip Sommer, Historian

PETALUMA AGONIZED OVER GOING TO WAR IN 1940

T WAS A question of great
import. In the first half of the [§

year 1940, the U.S. was still

teetering on entering another

great war, then raging in

Europe. Strong feelings here B3
went both ways, and President

Franklin Roosevelt was leading

the teetering upon that historic §

decision. A few vital questions
that hung over us then were:
Could the free world survive
without us in that fight? Would
entering the conflict abroad
endanger our home land? Could
we afford the terrible price in
lives and money? Was there any
other way to end this war?

In January of 1940, German
Chancellor Adolf Hitler stated
that Germany had “grown so
strong, that nothing any longer

FDR Fireside chats

Hitler and Mussolini in Munich,
Germany, circa June 1940

will be able to defeat us.“ And
in March, Germany began
bombardment of the U.K.
Germany and Italy formed their
war alliance, and one month later,
Germany invaded Denmark and
Norway. In May, the first prisoners
were sent to the dreaded Auschwitz
concentraton camp. The world
trembled.

Emmett Olmsted, Editor of
| the Petaluma Argus-Courier
then, was avidly against our
| entering the war, as well as
avidly anti-FDR. In his
editorial of January 10, 1940,
he said the new taxes,
suggested by FDR, to cover
costs of armaments were way
out of line. “The only thing
sure about taxes is that they
are sure, as sure as death.”
He warned.

The other major item was one
that could affect the West
Coast more than other parts
of our country: the worsening of
relations with Japan. The U.S.-

Japanese trade treaty had
expired on January 25, 1940,
after 29 years of good will, and
that left the U.S. with the ability
to burden Japan over its
contemporaneous war with
China (i.e., no more war material
to be purchased from us). It was
hoped that our new stance would
not also push Japan into military
conflict against us. Mr. Olmsted
opined: “If we sell goods to
Japan, we shall be building up a
strong power in the Far East,
which will have little respect for
our rights there.” On February 4,
he added: “Japan’s industries
have suffered. She now has not
enough foreign trade to establish
the credits she needs, for the
purchase of war materials.”
Unfortunately, Mr. Olmsted,
(along with most Americans
then), was incorrect about that
assumption.

The immense costs of entering
a war was editorialized as well.
In February, Mr. Olmsted stated:

“This year, the President has
asked for 2.2 billion dollars for
national defense. The
neutrality of the U.S. is
threatened by the maddest,
most  hog-like  program
couched in the name of
‘national defense.” Rest
assured that the heaviest
burden will fall upon the poor.”
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He pointed out that war
expenditures in the U.K. had
already exceeded 16 billion
dollars and that the U.K. had only
one-third the population of the
U.S. Translated, he forecast the
U.S. would be spending 50 billion
on defense, or, “$350 for every
man, woman and child.”

Olmsted warned in March of
1940: “There is little prospect for
immediate peace.” Hitler had
been talking about settling the
conflict if the world would just
allow his current conquests to
stand. He wanted a guarantee
that no foreign power would
violate what he then had under
his thumb. All this, even though
it was Der Fiihrer who had just
violated much of Europe's
domain. Interestingly, that same
day in Britain, it was announced
that a man named Winston
Churchill had been named
Supreme Commander of all their
armed forces. It was felt then that
the wily 65-year-old Winston
could eventually become Prime
Minister, as well. He did, and, as
PM, Churchill was to become
Hitler's most hated person.

.......

Winston Churchill 1940

OImsted also warned, there were
those in the U.S. who felt, “We
are already in the war. Not with
troops and ships, but with
sympathy and supplies. A
repetition of WWI appears to be
in the offing.” And he was right-
on with that assumption.

Another thorn in the hide of our
Editor Olmsted was John
Steinbeck’s novel, Grapes Of
Wrath, which had just won the
Pulitzer Prize. The book had laid
a great deal of fault on California
for the terrible migrant camps,
starvations and deaths that had
happened to the “Oakies” and
“‘Arkies,” after they had
emigrated here from the Dust
Bowl and other distressed
areas. Olmsted complained:
‘Why blame California?
Steinbeck drew such a lop-sided
picture that he maligned the
farmers and the State, as a
whole.” And, our good editor was
quite right there, as well.

Our entire country was already
feeling war-weary by the early
months of 1940, as we were still
attempting a fairly normal pace
here in those first months of
conflict. We were soon to witness
Italy coming into the war, and
Hitler riding his Mercedes
through Paris. Japan joined
Germany and ltaly that
September, then Romania and

THE THE
: m GRAPES #WRATH

Hungary

November.
1940, England was ablaze, and
America was still holding back.
We were existing in a different
kind of world, here on our

joined them in
By Christmas of

continent. When would it all
change? When Germany
bombed Coventry? When
Churchill said of his war pilots,
“‘Never was so much owed by so
many, to so few.” Would the
USSR opt to fight with the Allies,
instead of the Axis? When?

Of course, you know the answer
to that. It was on Dec. 7, 1941,
that we were forced to make that
commitment. And even then, we
first committed to ending the war
in Europe and North Africa, prior
to sending massive numbers of
ships and troops against the
Japanese in the Pacific. Little did
we know how much we would
have to sacrifice in the next four
years.

To counter the air of impending
gloom and doom in 1940,
America turned to efforts to boost
morale with lighter fare: Woody
Woodpecker and Tom & Jerry
debuted that year, joining Bugs
Bunny and Daffy Duck as
beloved cartoon personalities.
The hot movies were “Pinocchio”
and “Fantasia.” “When You Wish
Upon A Star” was the upbeat
song. Stay safe folks.
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2023 BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENTS

by Faith Ross

February is Black History Month and we at Petaluma Blacks for Community Development are excited about our
lineup of activities for 2023. The COVID pandemic curtailed our exhibit and some of our other events at the museum,
so we went to alternative locations for 2021 and 2022. For 2023, we are excited to share with you our 45th
anniversary celebration. First let me tell you about our activities that are at the Petaluma Historical Library and
Museum.

EVENTS AT THE PETALUMA HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

February 3, 2023 - We kicked off our celebration with The doRiaN Mode. Dorian Bartley and her amazing
accompanists treated attendees to an evening of wonderful vintage jazz and R&B. Tickets sold out early for this very
popular event.

February 10, 2023 — Exhibit Open House — Doors open at 6:30. There will be a docent-led tour of the exhibit,
“From Enslavement to the Path of Freedom: The Power of Black Resistance”. This exhibit addresses the
ongoing oppression that African Americans have encountered since the beginning of this country and how they have
resisted, organized, planned and educated themselves to show the true resilience of a people determined to hold the
United States to the ideals of freedom, liberty and justice for all. The exhibit will be at the museum from February 10
to March 26, 2023. It is free and open to the public.

February 18, 2023 — Saturday, from 11:30 to 2:30. Children’s Story Time at the Museum. We will have a story
teller, pictures to color and activities. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Free.

March 5, 2023 — Sunday, from 1:00 to 3:30 , Rosa Parks Day at the Museum. Children will make a bus similar to
the one Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on and hear stories about Rosa Parks. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Free.

EVENTS AT OTHER LOCATIONS IN THE COMMUNITY

February 16, 2023 — 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the Polly Klaas Community Theater, 417 Western Ave. West
African Drumming and Dance by Amadou Camara and Marie Soumah. Two 30-minute sessions. This performance
is in conjunction with Arts Alive, The Polly Klaas Community Theater and Petaluma Blacks for Community
Development. Free and open to the public.

February 19, 2023 — 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. — Museum of Sonoma County, 425 Seventh Street, Santa Rosa, CA.
“Art in Conversation: Black Resistance in Contemporary Art”. Four contemporary Black artists of Northern
California will share their art via video discussing Black resistance, their art work and how it is perceived in the world
today. This will be a one-day, “must-see” art exhibit. Cost: $10 general admission, $5 members, and $7 seniors and
youth. Sponsored by the Sonoma County Museum and Petaluma Blacks for Community Development.

February 25,2023 — 5:30 p.m. — Black History Program, New Life Christian Church, 1310 Clegg St., Petaluma.
This will be our 45th Anniversary Program. Expect to be entertained and educated. We will have something for
everyone in the family. The program is free and open to the public. We are planning for an in-person program with
possible live screening.

March 19, 2023 — 4:00 p.m. — Sharon Henderson and the Reflection Band, singing Gospel and R&B.

Polly Klaas Community Theater, 417 Western Ave, Petaluma. Cost $40.00, includes refreshments. Sharon has
been singing since the age of three. She has received rave reviews from the San Francisco Examiner, and her
moving a cappella rendition of “Lawd How Come Me Heah” has moved some people to shout.

Please check our web pages for any changes to the programming.
https://www.petalumamuseum.com/calendar-event/current-exhibit-the-power-of-black-resistance/
Petaluma Blacks for Community Development at https://pbcd4us.com/black-history-month/black-history-2023/
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THE POWIR OF

BLACK RESiSTANCE (%

African Americans have ‘
encountered oppression since
the founding of our country.
This exhibit explores the true
resilience of a people determined
to hold the United States to the
ideal of freedom, liberty,

and justice for all.

BC

PETALUMA BLACKS FOR
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Curated By Petaluma Blacks
for Community Development

OPENS FEB.10-MAR.26, 2023
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What’s New in Collections
by Solange Russek, Collections Manager

Another Thank you to Barbara Webster for her continuous and generous donations
of her family histories.

Barbara’s great-grandfather, John Bacon Lewis, had a museum at 910 Washington St. in the late
nineteenth century that featured many mortars and pestles, guns, pistols, knives and swords. He also
attended numerous local dances and compiled an incredible collection of invitations, programs and
regulations. Among the dances he attended were those hosted by the Turn Verein Club, an
organization formed in Germany in 1811 by Friedrich Ludwig Jahn. Though J.B. Lewis was of English
Irish descent, he still attended many Turn Verein dances. The collection provides a rare view of the
many social events in Petaluma during Lewis’s heyday, including masquerade balls held on
Thanksgiving evening that went on until 3 a.m.
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. will e cxamined by e Commimen, o LE AP YE A ) P‘ ART 4l WEDNESDAY EVENING, DEC. 31, 1879.
mtf‘—zn:mm:m b.e.adlmllled 10 the floor after the unm:lsk- sl el o ) XUFp¥sy TN S
o ey e rei el Ao In, s Tl TICKETS, admitting Gemt and Ladies, CNE DOLLAR. .
z0.—The purchaser of a ticket will be supplied with two ladics’ e 4 ias, :
s S e B THE OIS’ GEMAN SO0 L,
s5.—Any lady withing to attend without an escort, can do so
by providing herself with a Ladies’ Ticket,

Pt o,
i T it i e i, o &/ ﬂ,rz‘u,-zp/f}%@# 7/%/ Ly

Ticket from the 18%9 Ir_:)é”cember

—a——

COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS, st
Tiokets of admiskon, $a. 50, 1 y 31st dance
el L AT TURN VEREIN HALL.
Rty ! B e e
Tickets, admitting Lady and Gentleman, - §L.

Did you know the U.S. treasury printed
Fractional currency during the Civil War? In

¢ order to save on metal for the war effort, paper
| coins were printed, but did not last long and
coins were then again minted.
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The debut Petaluma Ghost Walk was held on
Saturday, Dec 31st, and again on Sunday, Jan
1st. Our persistent (yet still appreciated)
atmospheric river put the damper on the New
Year's Eve walk, even though our ghostesses,
Adele Baylis and Nora Barry, did manage to charm
the rain into submission.

The New Year's Day walk was a much sunnier
affair with a nearly-full crowd, and special ghost
Clara Travers coming by phantom coach, all the
way from the Gold Rush town of Marysville. Adele
and Nora regaled the living guests with tales of

horror, tragedy, and mysterious occurrences.
The group even spotted the skeletal specter of
Black Bart — the famous Petaluma city workhorse
from the early twentieth century — not the
notoriously pleasant stagecoach bandit. A fun and
educational time was had by all.

Additional Ghost Walks happened on Jan. 21st
and 22nd and an upcoming Valentines-themed
walk is scheduled for February 11th and 12th.
Find out more at:
https://www.petalumamuseum.com/calendar-
event/new-saturday-or-sunday-ghost-walks/

Photos by Rio Helmy

You have made the Petaluma Museum a part of your life. Now,
we hope you will consider making the Petaluma Museum
Association a part of your lasting legacy by leaving a gift in your

will or trust.

Your bequest will ensure that the PMA remains a vibrant
organization that welcomes our community in the historic Carnegie
Library Building and passes down our history to the next generation
of Petalumans.

Alexander J. “Zan” Stark (1889-1967)
“Public Library - Petaluma Calif.”
Real photo postcard #738, March 1941

To make the PMA a part of your estate plans, contact your financial
planner. To find out more about how your will or trust might sustain
our educational mission, contact Debbie Countouriotis, PMA Board
President at dcountouriotis@petalumamuseum.com
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PMA Issues a Call for Candidates

The Petaluma Museum Association, a dynamic group dedicated to preserving and celebrating Petalu-
ma’s history, seeks qualified candidates for its board of directors for two-year terms. Directors are
expected to advance the financial stability, organizational strength, and cultural relevance of the PMA
through active attendance at board and committee meetings and through acting as PMA representa-
tives in their other community activities.

The PMA is looking for potential board members with experience in:

« fundraising

« grant writing

- legal expertise

« marketing / merchandising

« event and exhibit planning

« community-wide education

« architectural history

- a passion for Petaluma history

Deadline for applicants is March 15, 2023. Please read the Board of Directors Agreement here before
filling out our online application.
https://www.petalumamuseum.com/wpcontent/uploads/2023/02/2023-PMA-Board-Agreement.pdf

Online Application
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlIpQLSc1C49i2YrX1KYvYzyces1FhjBY0zgF2DXpgyDCHT1h-
sCvzA/viewform

Video Presentation - George Baur,
Author of Third St. Petaluma
November 12 at the Petaluma
Historical Library and Museum

https://vimeo.com/788800744?embedded=true&source=video
_title&owner=115012656

George takes us back in time before there was a “Petaluma Boulevard.” In those days, B Street
South was named 3rd Street and B Street North was named Main Street — which is also the subject
of George’s latest sell-out book “Third Street, Petaluma”.

The author shares with us his motivation and inspiration behind his latest book, as well as talks about
the old car clubs in Petaluma. He discusses the history of racing in Petaluma: Horse Racing in the
1880’s, Bicycle Racing and present-day racing activity in town. 150 years of racing in Petaluma!


https://www.petalumamuseum.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-PMA-Board-Agreement.pdf
https://www.petalumamuseum.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-PMA-Board-Agreement.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1C49i2YrX1KYvYzyces1FhjBY0zgF2DXpgyDCHT1h-sCvzA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1C49i2YrX1KYvYzyces1FhjBY0zgF2DXpgyDCHT1h-sCvzA/viewform
https://vimeo.com/788800744?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=115012656
https://vimeo.com/788800744?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=115012656
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In Memory of Fred Schram
Katherine Rinehart

The following was posted on my facebook page on
Dec.31 but for those of you who are not on facebook
here is the text.

I'm thinking about Fred Schram today, a 2002
Petaluma Good Egg who died earlier this month. | was
pleased to see that the December 19, 2022, Petaluma
City Council meeting was adjourned in his honor. '

WALKING TOUR PLANNED — Bicentennial Committee. The one hour McNear Building, constructed in 1886
Petaluma Mayor Helen Putnam (left) tour of 11 of the city’s historic downtown  with cast iron fronts, which will be
discusses plans for Sunday's walking buildings will kick off Historic featured on the tour. (Argus-Courier

Preservation Week May 12 through 18.
Shown in the background is the

tour with Fred Schram of Heritage Photo by Ted G. Hansen)

Homes and Barbara Lind of the

Fred was president of Petaluma's Heritage Homes. Its
first meeting was held in February 1968 and was
inspired by the city beautification program launched by
Mayor Helen Putnam. Schram was president of the
organization from 1971 thru 1974. During this period,
he led the effort to save the George and Ida (Denman)
McNear home at the south end of town, which sadly
failed, and the Petaluma Christian Church on Western
Avenue, which had been sold to the City of Petaluma
and was slated for demolition. That building has been
beautifully restored and is now home to the Polly
Klaas Community Theatre. He was also instrumental
in creating Petaluma's historic preservation and
landmark ordinance and appointed to Petaluma's first
Historic and Cultural Preservation Committee in
1974, along with Barbara Lind, William Doty, and
John Eliassen.

Harlan Osborne wrote about Fred's life and passions
in a May 17, 2012, Petaluma Argus-Courier article,
which, thanks to the Sonoma County Library and
others, | can share here.

TOOLIN' AROUND TOWN
Fred Schram s passion for hlstory preservatlon

dmi
cenm mmedﬂo year-
second

n
‘A third generation
HARLAN OSBORNE ~ sar Franciscan, he
remembers sitting
in the window seat of his parents’ Rich
mond district bome mesmer rized by the

Fred Schram sits on his 1950 Mercury in a
photo taken while he at Ford

of the Golden Gate Bridge.
r-0ld, he attended its official
37,

‘of us that appreciates
ocical 4iFUE0Ga b sy
bols of a bygone era you can thank him
and his involvement with Heritage Homes
of Petaluma. However, not all of his ef-
forts have been successful, notably the
saving of the Gearge P. McNear mansion,
but one can only surmise that if he'd been
here sooner he would have spearheaded
more interest in protecting the erstwhile
Healy Mansion and perhaps the old City
Hall from the wrecking ball.
Schram's interest and involvement
with preservation and his love of the
Sierras began as a teenager in the 1940s
“when b tatoet Nkl

was
Ord Army Base near Montercy:

rensen’s Funeral Home (Healy Mansion)
the Schrams joine dl{tr e Homes of
Petaluma, and two 1 Schram be-
came nspre.ndm( i s e Rervoived

with the Petaluma River Festival and was
a long-time auppmer and president, of
the 0ld Adobe Association.

His efforts to preserve the Five Corners
building, erected in 1910, and his drive to
save the Two Rock Coast Guard Training
Center, unug with his v mner enﬂeav
‘ors Jed to him being ch Petaluma
Good Eig:n

‘While Schram was warking as the public
nlamns manager for the Chamber of

Commerce ert 1977 Universal Studios

| sua: coach bum m thn Ihruty Al|u and
ked moving b

mmmmmmmmmmsm
* | Later, while working in San Francisco,
Mdnﬂtnmn.emﬁh:nnmbern[nld
1| warshouses and industralbuildings being

| "He 4 his i of 50 years, Deb, were

| living in Sausalito in the 1960s when they

| discovered a unique hilliop Victorian in
Petaluma’s Brewster neighborhood built
in 1904 for a prominent local family.

| ‘Along with their two daughters, Lauen
and Doris, they moved here in 1969, After
painfull; y‘ witnessing the demolition of So-

Jeremy Kagan, who was
vlnnnmx to film the movie “Heroes,

tarring Henry Winkler, Sally Field and
Hirison Ford, hed him regarding
shooting the Schram's living

and is in the movie as the Munro house.
Schram also pursues a lifelong pas-

sion for writing, particularly poetry and

non fiction. He's laboring to complete his

the Northern California Redwood forests,

fmm&’mmmmm“ o Hurn:

Fred Schram is working on a book, “Giants.

on the Land,” which is about the evolution of
the Northern California Redwood forests.

boldt County got their names. Utilizing
Schram’sextensive knowledge o timber
companies and

a salesman's
point of view, m:hmk.nl;-d “Giants on
the Land," will be filled with historical
photographs and begins with William
Ralston, who gained immense wealth from
Nevldl s Comstock lnde lnd fnlmd!d the

Rdwmd-\ and the woblﬁm: memm—
l‘:md getting lumber out of Humbaldt
before the railroads stepped in, was the
next big event after the Gold Rush.

lﬁwwbennuhrd n'umgmﬁcenl

" Schram sa

unhapnuﬁ:l Irul.lyh‘wlhvel'

lH'm'hn Dsbnms.x column, Toolin'
ars every two weeks.

Cwu him harlanOwn )
’ ract him at ITWI

Lots of exciting events are happening
at your museum!

For all the latest updates for events and exhibits

please visit us on our website at:

https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events/calendar-of-events/


https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events/calendar-of-events/
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Ghost Walks brings you a Valentine’s special “ 7ales of Spurned Love”

Untimely deaths, lost souls, and tragic incidences: Petaluma has had more than its share of historical
heartbreak. In preparation for the Valentines Day season on February 11th and 12th, join best
ghoulfriends Adele Baylis and Nora Barry as they tell of unsettled spirits still looking for love in all the
dark places. Special ghost Captain Tom Baylis will join at the riverside.

' TALES OF
SPURNED LOVE

VALENTINES SPECIAL WITH ADELE BAYLIS, NORA BARRY, & CAPTAIN BAYLIS

ETS AND EVENT DETAILS AT PETALUMAMUSEUM.COM
NTOWN TOURS BEGIN AT PETALUMA MUSEUM STEPS

EBRUARY 11 AND 12 ,
FROM 3-5PM

7
@PETALUMANSOFYESTERYEAR @PETALUMAMUSEUM

Photos and graphics by Rio Helmy
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Mary Acton

John & Pam Agnew / in memory
of Lucy Kortum

Catherine Alden & Kevin Ford

Linda Alexander

Bill Allen

Lewis & Janet Baer

Joy Baker

James Baldwin

Kimberlee Barcewski

Jeanie Benefield

Kathleen & Bob Billings

John & Melanie Brayton

Connie Brockman

Linda Buffo / in memory
of Lucy Kortum

Karl Bundesen / in memory of
Herb and Barbara Bundesen

Dennis & Carolyn Buss

Carol Casselman

Nino & Elaine Cerruti

Stephen Collins

Carol Cook

Clark & Susan Coolidge / in memory
of Lucy Kortum

Tom & Linda Corbett

Demetrius Countouriotis

Steve & Debbie Countouriotis

Harriet Coyne

Charles Craig

Dennis & Charlene Deen

Helene des Rosiers

Barbara Drake

Pat Faverio

Ted Feldman

Alice & Donald Forsyth

Maureen Friedrichsen-Reed

Kathy Barron-Fries
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Thank you to our 2022 Annual Appeal Donors

Marilyn Gambonini

Ursula Gardiner

L. Marvel Gardner

Derlin German

Marie Isabel Girolo

Mike & Kate Glose

Julie Groves, Frank and Sam Kortum
in memory of Lucy Kortum

Katherine Hall / in memory of

George Hall and Mildred King

Kay Hardy

Marge Hodapp

Melissa Holberton

Susan Hootkins

Carole Hyman & Peter Taines

Gary & Lynn Imm

Tom Isaak / in memory of

Lucy in the Sky (Kortum)

Stephan Jensen / in memory
of Carl Jensen

Jim Johnson

Charlotte Johnson

Steve & Karen Kemmerle

Alena Kosewic

Terry Kosewic

Diane Judd & Ron Krempetz

Eileen & Ben Kutnick

Mary Lill Lee

Sid & Gerry Lipton

David & Arla Norton Luna

Garnet McClure

Carl & Kris Molesworth

Linda Moretti

Tim & Lori Nelson / in memory
of Miss Doris Cole

Harry & Ginger Nieuwboer

Paul North

Diane & Christopher Olson

Out West Garage

Patty & Frank Paula
Brenda Paupst
Melanie Phelps / in honor
of Faith Ross
Jeff & Sue Bates Pintar
Al & Marret Poehlmann
Allen Register
Tim & Deborah Riddle / in memory
of Lucy Kortum
Katherine & Bill Rinehart in memory
of Lucy Kortum and Fred Schram
Gloria Robinson
Adrienne & Martin "Buzz" Rodgers
Emily Roeder
Jerrene & Raymond Rogers
Barbara Russell-Cambra / in memory
of Bruce Russell
Kit & Steve Schlich / in memory
of Lucy Kortum
Lucille Sharke
John Sheehy / in memory
of Lucy Kortum
Michael & Lauren Slade
David Spilman
Kaye Stack
Clarice Stasz
Loretta Stoddard
LaVerne Stout / in memory
of Linda Maestretti
Len Svinth
James & Patricia Swan
Karen Tamborski
Theresa Toombs
Carolyn Torliatt
Barbara Tornberg
Larry & Jan Vannucci
Carol Weisker
Peter & Mary Ann Williams
Jack Withington
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Wayne Dunbar

(707) 7739000
169 Kentucky Street, Ste. 2
Petaluma, CA 94952

wayne@aftertec.com
www.aftertecai.com

afferte s

h Sandi Sullivan rearors reves ore sorersrar
Llnda Buffo REALTOR® SRES® DRE #01331391

Sandi 707.695.2747

{ Linda 707.696.9368
sandi.sullivan@bundesen.com
linda.buffo@bundesen.com

616 Petaluma Blvd. South
Petaluma, CA 94952 [E

Sevoing ene genevalion offer anelher (2 canatee s ndependenty awned and operatea

;;;;;;;

%

STEVEN J. LAFRANCHI & ASSOCIATES, INC.
CIVIL ENGINEERS - LAND SURVEYORS - LAND PLANNERS

STEVEN J. LAFRANCHI, RE., PL.S.
PRESIDENT

PETALUMA THEATRE SQUARE
140 SECOND STREET + SUITE 312 * PETALUMA, CA 94952
TEL 707-762-3122 FAX 707-762-3239
steve@sijlo.com

Christine Bennett, ma

Cleantech Communication, Inc.
1290 Marian Way
Petaluma, CA 94954

christine@cleantechcommunication.com

+1925. 330. 4783 ‘

WARREN L. DRANIT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

SPAULDING
MCCULLOUGH
& TANSIL LLP

90 South E Street Suite 200
Santa Rosa CA 95404

11 Western Avenue
Petaluma CA 94952

www.smlaw.com

Tel 707 524 1900 Santa Rosa
Tel 707 283 0000 Petaluma
dranit@smlaw.com

{0:(707) .763 . 5475
£ (10D . 718 .84171
£ info@Wedgeroofing.com

WEDGE

RO O F4 NG
s

@A
GREEN HUILDING ARCHITECTS

William B. Welpert, Architect
707.789.0822
greenbuildingarchitects.com

[=THREL SISTERS APOTHECARY. ™ &)

t‘ FINE HANDMADE SOAPS & SUNDRIES ﬁi

F‘ 11830 Main St, Penngrove CA 94951 "
l'!J 2o 70%.888.5659 - www.soapcauldron.com oL E‘\

Become a
Business Sponsor,
Company Sponsor or
Corporate Sponsor and
enjoy the many benefits at
those membership levels

Business Sponsors will have their cards appear in the
newsletter four times a year.

Company or Corporate Sponsors will have their logo
appear in the newsletter four times a year.

Join online at https://www.petalumamuseum.com/join/

Support your local museum!



www.petalumamuseum.com
www.petalumamuseum.com
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Membership

NEW MEMBERS

Mary Alden, Sandra Anfang, Alan Butler, Claire Dostal, David & Nancy Devoto, Alice Duffee, Sara Urquhart Duskin,
Sarah Freiermuth, Christina Grundy, Christie Heller, Rob Hranac, Debbie MacKinnon, Emma Munn/Soap Cauldron,
Suzanne Shriver, Brian & Nancy Wright

RENEWALS

Dave Alden, Skye Bailey, Christa Bechler, Mary Beene, Ellen Bowen, Dan Brown, Maggie Carlson, Nino & Elaine Cerruti,
Maria do Ceu & Madeleine Clare, Kathy & Dennis Chambers, Janet Clover, Lynn Cominsky, Tom & Linda Corbett,
Gordon & Gail Cox, Mark Dutka, Paul & Sharon Eklof, Dan Fix, Sarah Fleming, Mike & Kate Glose, Joanne Goebel,
Marvin Hanson, Ray Hendess, Stephan Jensen, Jim Johnson, Home Johnstone, Jennifer Jackson, Vasanti Jayaswal,
Douglas & Linda Karr, Jan Klebe, Steven Lafranchi & Assos. Inc, Linda Lipps & Peter Musser, Marilyn Maslin, Brian
Mealins & Cynthia Renfrew ,Nita Miller, Charles Mutscheller, Kendra Murray & Ralph Scott, Wally Noriel, Paul North,
Diane & Christopher Olson, Diana Painter, Claire Pass, Brenda Paupst, Evelyn Pedroni, Melanie Phelps,

Valerie & Greg Reisinger, Rich & Susan Rodkin, David & Rita Schaefer, Ann Schlagenhauf, Adrienne & Martin Buzz
Rodgers, Esther Schau, Richard & Joyce Silva, Pat Skinner, Michael & Lauren Slade, Patricia Souza, Clarice Stasz,
Jary Stavely, Eric & Mary Ann Swanson, Tim & Janet Talamantes, Karen Tamborski, Ann & Gerard Taylor, Marilyn
Thompson, Barry & Binky Thorsson, Brian Tolson, Carolyn Torliatt, Gail Unzelman, Ralph & Jennifer Wedge,

Roger & Eileen Weeks, Carol Weisker, Pamela Williams

Donations
Barbara Webster
Pat Donegan

Ray Hendess
Marilyn Thompson

[ e == = e e e e e e e e e —————

LIFE MEMBERS

Linda Adams & Ken Larson, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Ashman, Bacchus Real Estate, Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay,Teresa
Barrett, Ron Bausman & Art Wagner, Jim Becker, David Best & Margaret Roth, Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld, Marilyn
Bragdon, Tom & Kathy Brandal, Paul Canorro & Kelly Collins, Joseph & Carol Castillo, Susan Morvay Chappell, Codding
Foundation, Clark & Susan Coolidge, James and Liz Cohee, Steve Collins, Jim & Lori Cornaggia, John Cota, Judy
Curtis, Angela E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa DeCaro & Family, Dennis & Charlene Deen, Marvin & Shirley Dolowitz,
Karen & James Ely, June Ferguson, Bonna & George Flynn, C. Michael Forrest, Alice & Donald Forsyth, Jim & Kris
Foster, Terry Fraser, Paula Freund & Paul Heavenridge, Kathy & Richard Fries & Family, George & Margaret Gambonini
& Family, Marvel Gardner, Derlin German, Marie Isabel Girolo, Robert Girolo, Alexa Glockner, Ken & Annette
Goltermann Family, Margaret Gossett, Kathy Greene, Connie Hammerman, Matt & Ginny Hautau, Mike & Beth Healy,
Toby & Pat Herfindal, Ann Hobrecht, Miriam Hodge, Timothy & Marianne Hurley, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Helen
Issel, Toby Kaehler, William & Denise Kane, Roanne & Davis Kaplow, Steve & Karen Kemmerle, Terry Kosewic, Daniel
Krieg, Kathleen LaRusso, David & Mary Lee, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, Catherine Lehmann, Michael Lennon, Paul &
Marlene Lewis, Blanch Lieb, Sid & Gerry Lipton, Connie Brandner Loughary, Colleen Mahoney, Theresa & Peter
Mahoney, Amy Malaise & Gary Fusco, Peter Masi/Master Cleaners, Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw, Shirley B.
McDonald, James & Sue Mc Isaac, Keith & Debbie McNeil, Robert & Virginia Merwin, Max Mickelsen, Flora Mickles,
Pierre & Sonja Miremont, Montoya & Associates, Ann Moreno, Tim & Lori Nelson, Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton,
Dustin O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Ross Parkerson, John & Karen Perlis, Edward Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson,
Charles & Mary Pheil, Russel Pleech, James Power Millwork, Lawrence Reed, Dan & Ann Reed, Ed & Bernadette
Ricci, Tim & Deborah Riddle, Katherine & William Rinehart, Emily Roeder, Rotary Club of Petaluma, Jerry Roy, Gloria
Salick, Warren & Susie Salmons, Nancy Sasser, Kit & Steve Schlich, Lucille Sharke, Jeff Smith & Alicia Wallace, Nicole
& Dave Snider, Skip Sommer, Springfield Place, Kaye Stack, Clarice Stasz, Mary Stelzner, Elaine & Christopher Stevick,
Barbara Tornberg, Evan Williams & Elizabeth Tyree, UBS Financial Services, Gene & Lenore Urbain, Larry & Jan
Vannucci, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 563, Susan Villa & Family, Volpi’s Italian Market, Michael & Elaine
Von der Porten, Mary Renner & Linda Vourlogianes, Marcie Waldron, Ruth Walker, Olga Walker, Judy Walters, Jan
Widdowson, Lauren Williams, Sarah Young, Scott & Meredith Young, Nick Zaillian, Ruth Zveinieks



MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & CATEGORIES

*Discounted admission to temporary exhibits

*Reserved seating at the Butter & Egg Parade

(admission to the library & permanent exhibits is free to all)

*Subscription to and acknowledgement in the PMA newsletter

BASIC BENEFITS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:

*Personalized membership card
*10% off Museum store merchandise
*10% off gift memberships
eInvitations to previews & receptions

INDIVIDUAL $35

All Basic Benefits
($20 memberships are available in this category
to: Seniors, Educators, Students. Military is free)

FAMILY / DUAL $70 )
All Basic Benefits, PLUS:
*Extension of Basic Benefits to an additional adult
& children in the same household up to age 17
*Two personalized membership cards J

RECIPROCAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES - “Museum Goer” Benefit
If you join the PMA at the Supporter level ($125) or higher, you will receive free or discounted
admission to more than 1000 museums in the U.S. Some of the top Bay Area participating museums are:

Asian Art Museum
CA Historical Society Museum °

Walt Disney Family Museum
Charles M. Schulz Museum -

de Young Museum ¢ Legion of Honor
Sonoma County Museum

(SUPPORTER $125 \
All Family / Dual Benefits, PLUS:

(

BUSINESS SPONSOR $150

k-ReciprocaI Museum Membership Privileges J

{ PATRON $400 R
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:

All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
k *Your business card in the PMA newsletter

( COMPANY SPONSOR $500
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:

*Personalized exhibit tour for you and 10 guests
(Listing of your name on the Museum’s Donor Wall J

{ BENEFACTOR $750 + )
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:

*Your company logo in the PMA newsletter
|

(CORPORATE SPONSOR $1,000 +
All Benefactor Benefits, PLUS:

*Opportunity to be named the benefactor of a

K temporary exhibit or annual program J

cees 000 *Pledsd defach Al fetirh the' pbriioh BebW With your Bafntefit MétHod. ® ¢ * * ** e e e e e e e 00

—

*Your corporation’s logo in the PMA newsletter

YES! | want to join the PMA at the level of:

Name:

Address:

City/State:

Zip: Phone:

Email:

All membership dues are valid for one year beginning the month of
enrollment and are tax deductible as provided by law.

If you prefer, you can join online at petalumamuseum.com, or call 707-778-4398

Payment Options:

Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Petaluma Museum Association

Charge $ to my
Visa MasterCard
Card #:
Expiration: / 3-digit code:
Signature:

Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum
20 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952-3004




